


| 





WEEKLY REGISTER. 


BALTIMORE, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1817. 


“NILES 


No. 25 or Vou. Xb} 








j WidvLe Né 


’ 
Ode 
— 
it 








Hac olim meminisse juvatnit.— V Lx6 LL. 


+ 








PRINTED AND PUBLISHED DY H. NILES, AT THE HEAD OF CHEAPSIDE, AT Y5 PER ANNUM. 








OE PE PE 





their land of promise. Here shall their industry;our country the honorable protection of its very 
find its reward; and if they fear sickness or decre- dearest interests. But, we think this argumetil 
pitude in our factories, there is no authority, power] may show how far Great Britain is from doing that 
or nécessily, that can confine them,for a day. They|herself which her emissaries never fail to preach 
may shape their course to any part ofa territory as|to us—that is, letting her manufactures take care 
expansive as the ocean they have traversed, find alof themselves. Nor is it the king, nor his cabinet, 
thousand ways to bestow their industry to their ad-|nor his parliament, to whom this policy is to be 
Vantage, with land, free and unoccupied, on which ascribed. It is the public voice. So dearly do 
to settle; and under no circumstances need they) Eaglishmen prize that iuterest they would ave us 
fear the dreadful calamity of famine from which forego. 
they fled. : We would here notice two branches of domestic 
5th. That manufactures should be left to their; manufactures, the shoeand hat manufactures, which 
natural growth. jhave, by the means of the protection of government, 
To the friends of America, it will be argument! prospered to that degree that they, at this day, 
enough that domestic manufactures are for the per- | render us independent of foreign suppiv. But facts 
manent interest of their country, and the only sure/are so abundant that the details would lead to 
means of our independence. What would not Wis-/| interminable length. 
dom and patriotism do to secure such objects? | We find a member of parliament, the celebrated 
We ask not one-third of the protection which! Mr. Brougham, who brought about the repeal of 
Britian has bestowed upon her manufactures. We'the orders in council, by showing the effects of our 
ask not more protection than our commerce has re-/noh-importation law mpon their menufnctures, this 
eeived by discriminating duties and navigation laws, | energetic denouncer of the abuses of power, versed 
and what we do ask, is bu until our tender grizzle in the subject, and speaking for popularity, in 
shall be hardened, and our joints knit. But under | arraigning as madness the excessive export ations 





what protection British manufactures grew, andjto the continent of Europe, admits nevertheless, 


still maintain themselves, we shall now show; and 


“that it is well worth while to incur a loss on the 


then, in our turn, ask these advisers, why ours first exportation, in order, by the giut, to stifle in 
should be left to themselves rather than their own.!the cradle those rising manufactures in the United 


Coeval with the tirst dawn of English prosperity, 
we find in the British code, laws for the protection 


of British manufactures. One of their ancient kings, |/the natural course of things.” 
writer on the colonial policy of Great Sri ain, whose 
words are considered next t» official, in a chapter 
jon the relative situation of Great Britain and Ame- 


the third Edward, is magnified in their history for 
his wise foresight in enacting these statutes, to 
which their increasing greatness is ascribed. To 
those acts is referred the consequence to which that 
little island has since attained; the bursting of the 
feudal chains; the growth of art and science; and that 
power, of which the abuse has at length recoiled 
upon the head of pride and usurpation. 

We do not ask for such laws as the British code 
exhibits. We would pot sacrifice to a golden ido] 
the rights or feelings of humanity. We would not 
chain to the ground the harmless artificer; nor under 
accumulated penalties restrain his natural rights. 
Yet such are British statutes. The oppressor may 
trample on him; famine stare hin in the face; his 
children cry for bread, when he has none to give 
them; be his diszust or his enterprise what it may, 
be “must abide the pelting of the storm;” his native 
land is his dungeon, and his industry his crime. If 
a master of an American vessel offer to transport 
him to a country where his heart’s hopes are centred, 
he, too, is condemned, as “ta seducer of artisans,” Lo 
like ruinous inflictions, and punished for bis charita- 
ble ministry. The exporter of a tool or implement 
used in any art, or the master who receives it in 
his ship, is subject to similar pains and forfeitures. 

Nor is this, like the feudal laws, or monastic 
‘institutions, an obsolete system; many of these 
statutes are modern date, and some of the time of 
the reigning monarch.* We wish for nothing that 
can affect the personal right of any individual, Cj¢; 
zen, alien, native, or foreigner; we claim only for 





*Geo. L. c. 27. Geo. Ul. c. 18. Gea. Ll. c. 71. Geo. 
Fil. c. 37. Geo. Ill. ¢ 69. 
Vor. Xt. 


heeriees which the war had forced into prema ure 


rica, as manufacturing rivals, spesks thus: “his 
Is the era (he says) of a systematic contest which 
;Must, eventually, endanger the safety of the mann- 





existence, contrary,” as he is pleased to assert, “to 
And a celebrsied 


factures of the one or the other? — Now, though 
this is not a war of arms, yet it isa war more 
subtle and more deadly; a war that can denrive us 
of every means of future resistance, and insure 
success to some future invasion. It is that wur- 
fere, which, two years after victory, has left us 
Worse than a conquered nation; without a single 
piece of coined money in the purse of any inci- 
vidual. If we hesitate now, we deserve our 
adversary’s scorn; if we will be deceived, why 
should he not deceive us; if we are content to be 
undone, why should he feel remorse! if we have no 
remedy, we are to be pitied and not blamed; if we 
have, and want courage to apply it, we are to be 
blamed, but not pitied. If we do not make a stand 
upon this ground, we need defend no other posi; 
their interest supporied by the government, by 
their laws, by public patronage, and wealthy com- 
binations, by export duties, and bounties on ex- 
portation, will prevail against our’s unsupported 
and negiected, and our interest will be more thn 
endangered, in this systematic contest, if one vives 
all the blows, and the other passively receives then:. 

Nor is it a principle of English origin merely io 
encourage and protect domestic arts. All wise 
states have acted on it. In ancient Rome, though 
artificers were of the class of slaves, they were 
greatly favored. They had their own temples, 
shose their own patrons te defend their causes, 
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and were exempt from personal services to the 
state. They were incorporated into coileges or 
eompanies, had their own tutelary gods, and when 
their labors were ended, they hung up their tools 
with ceremonial rites, as votive offerings; and all 
this for their utility alone, having to fear no hostile 
compectition. 

Besides, it is not against an armed force we are 
now to array ourselves, nor against legitimate or 
liberal competition, but against concealed hosulity, 
and practices full of dishonor. Whether these 
proceed from the government or the people, or 
from an interested class, they will not be less 
ruinous to us, unless we oppose them by means 
prompt, vigorous, and effective. If in ordinary 
times such conspiracy against our prosperity was 
dangerous, how animated must it now become, 
when they have no other way left of destroying 
us, no other market wherein to vend their goods; 
when they are willing to incur such loss for the 
purpose of stifling in the cradle that resource of 
which they can see the advantage to us though we 
ourselves be blind to it. And we have tuo many 
proofs that néither people nor government think 
it below their dignity, nor above their ability, to 
do by us as by every other nation whose mdustry 
stunds in the way of their monopoly, by sea or land. 

Will a nation, then, which spends millions to 
destroy the manufactures of other nations, and find 
markets for her own, hesitate to expend a few 
millions to crush the manufactures of one whom 
she Lionors with thename of rival? Her restraints 
on our growing prosperity and national industry, 
and on the migration of arts and_artisans to our 
shores, led to resistance; that resistance to inde- 
pendence; and that independence to our present 
greatness. he second war she waged against us 
gave us manufactures; against these she is now 
waging the third war, and if she can succeed in 
this third war, she calculates rightly upon our ruin 
and subjection. 

It may be well to state a few instances of the 
operation of the policy we have denounced, that 
the well-wishers of this country may the better 
understand what passes daily before their eyes. 

Avan epoch when the Spunis! government seemed 
to rouse itself a little from its usual torpor, and to 
occupy itself with the interests of the country, a 
manufactory of superfine woollen hats was esta- 
blished at the Escurial, under its special protec- 
tion. Great sums were advanced by enlightened 
and public spirited individuals, and the govern- 
ment took a large share in the enterprise. But 
the London hatters determined to put down so 
portentous an innovation. linmense quantities of 
the finest beavers were profusely scattered over 
all Spain, with orders to sell them uniformly at 
one half of the Spanish price. The consequences 
may be easily foreseen. The Spanish manufac. 
turcs were ruined, the government was too timid 
to maintain the contest, and too economical to 
support a national branch of industry. The fabric 
of the Escurial was given up, and the ensuing year 
the Engi.sh, by raising théu prices, repaired the 
momen ar: and voluntary loss they had sustained— 
a proof at least of their skilful policy. 

Similar practices were played off against France 
during the whole course of the war, and had more 
effect in reducing her to her present calamitous 
sjtuation, than the valor of the invincibles, or the 
genius of Weilington. When other means failed 
to force a market, agents were sent to establish 
manufactures, not for the purpose of fabricating 
French goods, but to cloak tke introduction of 











British: and though pains of death were denounced 
against the smugglers, corruption found its way, 
and opened itself a channel. 

_ History will yet bring to light from what mine 
those riches sprang, that could corrupt ministers 
and generals, and determine the fate of a nation; 
and mark it well, mistake it not, remember it for 
ever, it was Bairish Mascractrures. It was their 
subtle poison that first polluted those hearts, that 
having once proved false to their country’s good, 
could never more be true to any thing; for how 
should honor outlive honesty? Oh America! what 
a beacon for your guidance, what,a lesson for your 
statesmen and your people. 

There is living testimony within the reach of 
this society, that, in eertain British manufactories, 
the French marks were put upon their goods with- 
out any affectation of concealment, and the pur- 
pose openly avowed, as well as the connexion that 
subsisted between the real manufacture in Britain, 
and the fictitious one in France. 

And, at the commencement of our woollen manu- . 
factures, for the purpose of degrading our fabrics, 
goods of the worst quality, but highly finished to 
the eye, were sent to this city from England, 
marked “Humphrey’s Ville,” that they might, by 
passing for the productions of that manufactory, 
injure its well-merited reputation. 

It is well known to many, that, during the late 
war, British goods were smuggled into this coun- 
try, and exposed to sale as American, Spanish, and 
Portuguese; it is quite of course, too, for their 
agents who have come out here since the war, in 
speaking of the glutting of the European markets, 
to say, that the speculation was not so unwise as 
unfortunate, for if the government and people had 
not taken the alarm, they should have destroyed 
their manufactures, and afterwards had their own 
price. 

In the beginning of the year 1792, when the re- 
port of general Hamilton, then secretary of the 
treasury, made, by orders of the house of repre- 
sentatives, was published in England, it created 
such alarm, that meetings were called in the ma- 
nufacturing towns, and Manchester alone, at a sin- 
gle meeting, subscribed 50,000 pounds sterling, to- 
wards a fund to be vested in English goods, and 
shipped to this country for the purpose of glutting 
our market, and blasting the hopes of our manufac- 
tures in the bud. 

The luerative speculations which the wars of 
Europe gave rise to, the examples of rapid fortunes 
made by foreign commerce, and the temporary ad- 
vantages of our neutral state amongst so many 
powers, eager for each other’s destruction, pre- 
vailed over the prophetic wisdom of that illusirious 
statesman; but things being now restored to their 
natural order, that important document which has 
been almost smothered in oblivion, and is of all 
his works that which has been least noticed or ap- 
preciated, must now be brought into full view.— 
And we call upon the friends of American indepen- 
dence, upon those who raised to his memory a 
humble monument suited to the record of privaie 
affection, and to number his days, to join with us 
in raising the fallen colums of his true renown. 

And before we despatch this important head of 
“leaving manufactures to themselves,” we must ad- 
vert to that phenomenon of art, the steam-boat, 
that proudest specimen of American manufacture. 
Had it been left to itself there would have been 
lost to the human race an inestimable benefit, and 
to this republic the proudest monument of its glo- 
ry. It came forth with throes ang pangs of travail 
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like a giant’s birth; and had not an enlightened le- 
gislature fostered its invehtor with encouragement 
und hope, and renewed from time to time the peri- 
od limited for its production, it would not now be 
seen stemming the current of our magnificent ri- 
vers, glittering like the enchanted galley on the 
tide of fate, topping the ocean’s wave, or gliding 
like the pride of swans upon the lake. 

6th. We come now to the last head of our argu- 
ment, “the public revenue.’ And here we would 
remove that error which supposes that foreign 1m- 
portations pay the revenue to government. It is 
not so! they are bately the medium through which 
the goverfiment collects the revenue from the pri- 
vate purses of the private citizens. It is the citi- 
zen and not the ship that pays. It is the citizen, 
and not the foreign goods, that pay. Itis the con- 
sumer and not the importer. During the recent 
war, so far from supporting the revenue, these im- 
portations (too-often carried on in partnership with 
treason) developed their characters, drained the 
country of its specie, and its bullion, and left the 
rovernment ina situation too humiliating to be re- 
collected without pain by any patriot. 

But, happily for thiscountry, fortune has brought 
this evil to a period. And few will be so headstrong 
as not to acquiese in the change of times and cir- 
cumstances. 

It surely makes no difference to our citizens 
which way they pay the money that goes to sup- 
port their rovernment, and they can have no objec- 
tion to pay it in the way most beneficial to the coun- 


Let us now look back and see what this idol, fo- 
reign importation, was, and whether it 18 wiser to 
keep life in our own manufaciures, or to struggle 
unnaturally to revive that unprofitable traffick. 

It is a fact, which we assert on the authori‘y 0 
intelligent merchants, that the importing commercé 
has, in the two last years, (since peace has brought 
things to their natural course, ) diminished the mers 
cantile capital one-third, and, if continued, will 
result in the total impoverishment of every class; 
But what in its best days did it do for us? It cors 
rupted our patriotism; domineered over our opi- 
nions; excited party spirit; embarrassed the gos 
vernment, and aimed a mortal blow at our union 
and independence. It cartied the views of fortune 
of many good citizens from their own, to a foreign 
land, and brought amoungst usa host of misc iievs 
ous agents, whose business was, by night and by 
day, to irritate the public mind, fester every sore, 
and warp the measures of the government to a fu- 
reign mterest. Instead of furnishing money, the 
sinew of war, it cut that sinew in the critical mo- 
ment when its action was most wanted. Before a 
blow was struck on our part, it had stained our 
own waters with the blood of our countrymen; 
taught the nations of the earth to disrespect us, 
placed six thousand of our kidn.pped citizens in 
British prisons, and forced others to shed the blood 
of their fellows and kindred in battle; and now, at 
the end of twoyears from the cessation of the war 
which it induced, although victory crowned our 





arms, bankruptcy stares usin the face. Is it, chen, 


try, by raising it on the domestic manufactures.—/Upon this rope of sand that government ean rely in 


The necessity of a direct tax will be lessened, 
which will come in ease of the landed interest and 
of the merchant. 

Mr. Isaac Briggs, in his statement to the chair- 


{ 
man of commerce and manufactures, has proved, by 


exact calculations, founded on a present and pros- 
pective view of our population, wants, produce, and 
the foreign markets, that if our agriculturists de- 


end, in future, upon any other market than that! 
Pp , » Up } 


which domestic manufactures will afford, that their 
produce will lie upon-their hands, or they must ac- 
cept of whatever price the foreign merchant may 
be pleased to offer, for such portion as he. will con- 
clescend to accept. For pfoduce will no longer 
serve as payment where it is no longer wanted, and 
payment in specie will clearly be impossible. 

For the tables and calculations we refer to the 9th 
volume of Niles’ Weekly Register, where this va- 
luable document will be found. 

As the public may not be aware of the great in- 
terest, even now in jeopardy, we will barely men- 


tion, upon good authority, that there were, at the} 


peace, 600,000 spindles employed in the cotton fac- 
tories alone, the value of each of which, with the 
appendages, averaged 80 dollars, embracing in ca- 
pital, about forty millions, desides the capital em- 
ployed ia working theraw material, which amounted 
to twenty millions more; and the woolen factories, 
though efmuch more recent origin, a capital of about 
the same amount, all which appeared, from a re- 
port to the representatives of the people of the 
United States, by the committee of commerce and 
manufactures of the last session, founded upon au- 


the event of any future war? 

| Happily tle frauds of the foreign merchants 
‘have brought conviction home o the knowiedge 
jand sensibilities of our importers. Our merchants 
have found out that their order is no sooner exe 
cuted by the English merchant, than other cargoes; 
of the like kind and quality, invoieed at reduced 
prices, are immediately shipped on taeir own ace 
count. And the duties being as muci: tess as the 
invoice is lower, the revenue is defrauded of so 
much, and these goods are then thrown upon thé 
market at this reduced price; added to which, the 
facilities afforded them by sales at auctions, (were 
the foreign merchant is exempt from license «luty,) 
enable them to “ele our markets,’ as ‘heir term iss 
to the ruin of the merchant and manuficturer, and 
to the prejudice of the revenue. By all these 
means they reap the profits of smuggling without 
incurring any of its risks. 

Mr. Brougham, indeed, has flattered them, that 
though these enterprizes are desperate as regards 
the continent of Europe, where the merchants will 
not pay, that the American merchants will pay; and 
these practices of glutiing and destroying may be 
safely adventured against them. Mr. Brougham 
could not have known that our merchants were al- 
jteady reeling under their balance-sheets of foreign 
‘commerce, uncertain whether the next agsauli of 
lthe xnsteady element, on which they riie, may not 
send them to the abyss of rum. 

itis no time for jealousies between farmer, mer- 
chant and manufactarer; one common bond of inte 
rest and patriotism unites them now. Let tie go- 











thentic data, furnished by the agents of the manu-!vernment take advantage of the propitiows crisis, 


facturing interest, who were examined before se-| 


stand firmdy to its post and do its duty, «s sve irust 


parate committees of senate and representatives.—| jt will; confidence will soon revive, capital be vest- 
It has, moreover, been since ascertained, that pre-|ed, machines improved, competition will bring our 


parations were made for the extension of bottli 


'own goods to m:u'€et at a reasonable price, and pre- 


ranches, which would have augmented the capital;vent those exactions which some affect to antici 
employed in them -respectiveTy to a much greater|pate on the exciusion of foreign manufactures. On 


arrernntt 


the other hand, if the foreign importations are ever 
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avain relied on as the means of revenue, what can public wants and wishes. Servile fashion, and aif 
ensue but « repetition of those vexatious embarrass- the baleful prejucices that dedicate to foreign pi'o- 
ments which our government experienced during | ductions the tribute of their devotion, must fly be- 
the war, and which it cost the best blood of our;fore the majesty of the public voice, and the pride 
country to surmount. of national character rise on the ruins of preju- 

If it clearly now appears, that Europe will not dice. 
take from us the produce of our soil upon terms| Let nothing, then, cheek our onward march, nor 
consistent with our interest, the natural remedy is |the vigor of our efforts. Let genius and patriot- 
to contract as far as possible our want of her pro-/ism, from whatever quarter of the earth, be natu- 
ductions. And if there be no other way to indepen- jralized amongst us, and nothing be exotic in this 
dence than that of manufacturing for ourselves, at} generous republic that blooms and bears good fruit. 
least for our own consumption, it is hoped that the| And we now respectfully invite our fellow-citizens 
prejudice against home is not so strong in the mind | throughout the union, to unite with us in this great 
of any American, but that it may be overcome. national concern, to establish societies with as much 

The encouragement, besides, of domestic manu-;promptitude as possible, and to correspond with us, 
factures will increase the capital of the country as}and with each other. Such diversified and rapid 
the manufactured article exceeds the value of the|communication will bring important truths to light, 
first material; sometimes an hundred fold, without | dispel prejudice, refute sophistry, excite patriotism, 
speaking of the saving of all extra charges of ship-}cherish industry, and, above all, give to public-opi- 
ping and re-shipping, increasing in proportion the! nion that expansive sweil that will harmonize with 
valuc of the land, and easing the landholder of his; the rising tide of our country’s prosperity. 
burijen in supporting the expenee of government.} [tis not to one elass, nor to one interest, that we 
It bas been exultingly asserted by a great statisti-j;address ourselves, but to the whole and each re- 
cal writer in Engiand, that ene man in a factory | spectively. 
maintains four soldiers, and one steam engine sub-| We call on our manufacturing brethren, and ar- 
sidizes three hundred German mercenaries. i tists of every description, to communicate directly, 

Having discussed the various topics of argument, | or through the medium of some affiliated society, 
as far as the time allotted to our labor would per- all such facts or information as mav be subservient 
mit, we shall set forth the titles upon which we) to the prosperity of domestic manufactures in gene- 

resume to solicit universal co-operation. ral, or of any in particular. 

In the first place, we can safely affirm, that our} And you, agriculturalists, owners and posgessors 
society is not the diminutive offspring of selfish or| of the soil, the standing pillars of your nation’s in- 
party combination, nor the foundling of accidental dependence, we conjure, for yourselves and for your 
caprice. Ii is the iegitimate birth of circumstance ;country, to second us by all your energies. Explore, 
and occasion, and has burst forth into existence|with new activity, and determine, by new inqui- 
spontaneously and full grown, like the goddess of | quiries, the nature and productions of your estites, 
wisdom from the brain of the great progenitor; for|and the adjoining territories. E.very view, statisti- 
jt is tue chi'd of mighty and irresistible necessity. | cal, economical, geological or topographical, is con- 

Its object is to give to national industry the im-/ nected with this great national concern. You may 
pulse it is susceptible of, by alt ihe mexns within find that you have been unconsciously walking upon 
our power, and to endeavor to discover what helps! hidden treasures, richer than the minds of Golcon- 
it most needs. We mustsolicii the patronsge of an; da. The three kingdoms of nature may have been 
enlightened public, and the pretection of x wise|jlong tendering to your acceptance the willing tri- 
government. We must rescue opinion from the} bate which you have heedlessly disregarded. Who 
dominion of prejudice, and enlist in our ranks ge-}can have so much interest as you in the opening of 
nius, knowledge and experience. Our activity must|Canals and roads, the increase of national industry 
depend less on the feelings of private mierest than} and capital, with all its ramifications, which must 
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the more exalted sentiment of love of country. But 
when individual interest is blended with the general 
good, why stiould it not prosper?—how can it but 
succeed. 


reach you like irrigating streams of living waters, 
and enhance the value of your possessions? The 





great improvements that must follow in the tfain of 


}ational industry, are too far beyond ordinary cal- 





We must aim at acquiring extensive know edge | culations to be readily conceived. - You will have, 
of all useful facts that have relation to our subject; ‘not one, but a choice of markets for your produce, 
the power of generalizing will follow of course. | of which wars, blockades, or the casualties of fo- 
The artificer and philoscpher must combine their | reign nations, cannot deprive you. You wiil have 
efforts, and theory walk by the side of practice. | speedy returns of whatever you may want, and your 
Useful knowledge will thus be acquired and dis-)}approximation to the mart of exchange will put it 
seminated, like rays converged in one foeus, and} your power to be the comptrollers of your own 
reflected wherever their application may be wanted. fortunes, and the arbiters of your own coucerns. 
The head that conceives, will soon find the hand! Our southern agricultural brethren, in particular, 
that caw execute, and nothing of the stock of imiel-| would do vell to reflect that Great Britain is now, 
lect will go to huss. Inventions already known willfand has Leen for some time, creating new sources 
be improved, and their use rendered easy and fa-|/for a supply of cotton, by encouraging its culture 
miliar. Alithe powers of enquiry, experiment and | in Indias, on the Coromandel and Mulabar coasts, 
combination, wiil be in full activity. ‘he embryu Atiica, Brazil, and other places; and will, shortly, 
concepuon will not be chilled by neglect; bui,! reimicr herself independent .* ny supply from this 
cheered by timcly attention, will exceed the hopes country, and probably pro! 
of the projector himself. If we have not a treasury | American eot‘on into her ..arket. When this event, 
iu dispense pecuniary recompenses, yet there are | Which is not fur distant, shall take place, you will 
rewards more grateful to genius, Lecause more joe destitute of u vent for your cotton, unless a mar- 
wortiiy of acceptance; and whe mosi animating of| ket can be found in our own country, by the estab- 
all rewards to a free and nob.e iicart will be the | usimentof domestic manufactures. 
civic crown, Vo you, merelanis, now sinking by these foreign 

Our proceedings must be so squaved with the} inrportations to run ard bankruptey, we appeal; by 
. Publis good as te be no more than ecle-s of the your dearest interests, and those of your country, 
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‘we conjure you to contribute all the power of your renee of human speech shall wake the echo in the 


intelligence and enterprize, and to aid in counter. 
acting those frauds upon yourselves and the reve- 
nue; of which you, your fellow-citizens, and the 
government, are common victims. Anew and un 
foreseen crisis has pnt an end to those delusions, 
which heretofore arrayed agriculture and commerce 
against domestic manufactures. It is now demon- 
strated, that whatever adds prosperity to either of 
these modes of industry is beneficial to them all. 

And of you, sons of science, who possess the rich 
treasures of cultivated intellect, and can teach their 
application to the useful arts of life, we claim the! 
lights you can shed on this great subject. Too many | 
of your tormer important communications have 
been lost to the public, from the inauspicious times 
in which they appeared, and have perished like seed 
sown by the way side. We entreat you to come 
forth anew in the pride of intellectual vigor, to 
break the spell of ignorance, and emancipate the 
genius of your country. 

You who redeemed vour fellow-citizens from the 
barbarian’s yoke and foreign captivity; who, ming- 
ling the battle’s thunder with the cataract’s roar, | 








vaulted spate, where, from the besinning. silence 
and darkness reigned; and the rich ore shall quit 
its hidden bed, and sparkle in the upper day. bina 
merable communications, by lavdand by water, shall 
bear, in all directions, the native produce of the 
soil and of its industry. Majestic rivers, enriched 
by their tributary streams, shall waft on their smooth 
tide the treasures of teeming abundance. And those 
proud cars, to which magic genius has yoked the 
discordant elements of fire and flood, shortening 
the distance of time and space, shall stem the 
mighty current. The immeasurable coasts, with ail 
their bays and inlets, shall invite the mariner to 
commerce, or beckon him to shelter from the storm. 
Those inland seas, memorable by the victories of 
freeraen, the classic scenes of future muses, shall 
be studded with barks which national industry has 


set in motion; the white canvass swelling to the 


breeze, the ensign of freedom waving to the sky. 
One people, one tongue, one spirit, grappled by ten 
thousand relations of interest or afinity—what fae- 
tious demagogue, what ambitions usurper, will then 
find a spot to insert the wedge to sever sueh a union? 


made Niagara’s falls the eternal record of the well-| A thousand heartstrings must be rent before the 
fought field; and you, citizen soldiers, who re-echo- | smallest member can be separated. 


ed victory where Mississippi rolls her latest waves! 
along—we invite you to participate in our Civic! 
triumphs. 


Let the world, then, in arms, assail this great 
republic. Like a proud promontory, whose hase is 


If your countrv’s cause should call you ,in the deep, whose summit strikes the clouds; te 


forth hereafter, you will go girded with swords of storm of fate may smite upon its breast, the fret ful 
native steel; and the arms you wield will be com-jocean surge upon its base; 1t will remain unshaken, 
mitted to you by the hands of your affectionate | unimptred—type of duration—emblem of eternity! 


countrymen. 
And you, fair daughters of Columbia, whose sway 


i = . - * n : i a +? 
try—jealous of its prosperity! 


And who is he that is not proud of such a coun- 
Who would be 





iS Most ascendant when the hearts of freemen do} thought the subject ofa king thar could boast the 


you homage, assert vour dignity; disdain the fash- 
ions of foreign climes; let not the daughters of Bel- 
gium, Austria or Russia, exceed in patriotism, the 
free-born fair; let your dress be national; let your 
ornaments be of your country’s fabric, and exer- 
cise your independent taste in suiting the array of 
your toilet to your own climate and to your own 
seasons. You do not vote in the counsels of your 
nation, but your empire is everywhere where man 
is civilized. Let the power of beauty add‘impulse 
to the springing fortunes of the land which you 
adorn; and let the charms of your persons be ever 


title of citizen of this republic?—countryman of 
Franklin aid Falton—chiid of Wasiington! 
Signed, THOMAS MORRIS, 

SAMUEL L. MITCHILL, 
ARTHUR W. MAGILL, 
WILLIAM SAMPSON, 
JONATHAN LITTLE, 
THOMAS HERTTRLL, =s 
JAMES ROBERTSON, 
THADDE!'S B. WAKEMAN, 
ISAAC PIERSON, 
J. R. B. RODGERS, 








associated with yvorr country’s love. 

With this view of the past and present, we might 
conclude; but we may look forward with anticipat- 
ed delight to the prospect that bursts upon our 
sense: not through the vista of a long perspective, 
but which our children may enjoy in all its splen- 
dor; when a territory, vast as the European conti- 
nent, shall pour its riches forth; when the protect- 
ing shade of equal laws, and the misery of another 
hemisphere shall have increased our population to 
the measure of our wide domain; when the genius 
of the republic, towering like the eagle on the Ap- 
palachian heights, shall, looking from the proud 
summit to either ocean’s wave, survey the wealth 
of every soil, the fruit of every clime. Where the 
bear roams, and the wild-cat prowls, flocks and 
herds shall pasture, and the savage’s dreary repair 
out-bloom the gardens of Hesperia. There cities, 
towns and-villages, centres of intersecting orbits 
through which domestic commerce wil revolve, 
shall rise and flourish. And whilst the plough shall 
trace the silent furrow, the mill shall turn, the anvil 
ring, and the merry shuttle dance. The exhaust- 
less stores of mind and matter shall be this nation’s 
treasury. Adventurous man, triumphing over the 
obstacies of nature, shall search the recesses ef the 
stubborn mountain. The sounding tools, and the 
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EDWARD P. LIVINGSTON, J 
| On motion, resolved, That the foreroing adress 
| be approved, and that the corresponding committee 
Catise 5,000 copies to be printed; and that they 
‘transmit a copy to the president of the United 
‘States, to each of the merabers of congress and 
‘heads of depariments of the general government, 
and to the governor and members of the legislature 
of the states, respectively. 
Danirt D. Tomrxtns, president. 
STEPHEN VAw RaNsseLaeR, first vice. president 
Witriam Frew, second vice president. 
Joun Fercusox, third vice-president. 
Dominick LYNCH, JUN. 
| and \. Secretaries. 
Peter H. Screnck, 4 
N. B.—Communications to tie society will be ad- 
dressed to any of the members of the corresponding 
| committee. 
{Williaa Sampson, esq. is understood to be the 
author of the preceding address. | 








Indian Treaties. 
We have another Jot of treaties with the Indians, 
he following brief notice. of them may sutflice all 
common purpeses. ~ Ao ee 
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1. With the Weas and Kickapoos, signed at Fort 
Harrison, June 4, 1816—acknowledging peace, re- 
cognizing the treaty of Greenville, declaring the 
boundary line surveyed in 1809 on the lands of the 
Wabash and White rivers, and ceding certain tracts 
of iand between the Wabash and the Vermillion 
rivers. This is signed by Buffalo, Vegro Legs, Lii- 
fle Eycs, Esc. 

2. With the Ottawas, Chippewas and Potowotti- 


These last treaties are very important to the peg- 
ple of the south-west, and highly advantageous to 
the public. ; ! 

All the tribes acknowledge themselves under the 
protection of the United States, &c. 

The cessions of the Cherokees and Chickasaws 
are stated to consist of bodies of land equal to 
13,000 square miles!—reported to be rich and va- 
luable; the price paid for it, is equal to about four 




















mies, residing on the Hlinoisand Melwahee rivers,!cents per acre. {tis the wish of the Cherokees to 
and on the south-weetern parts of lake Michiggn— exchange their remaining lands for other lands 
atreaty of friendship and limits, concluded at St.!west of the Mississippi. 
Lou's, Aug. 24, 1816—relinquishing the claims to _ 
certain lands ceded by the Sacks and Foxes in 1804, ; fe ae 
also ceding certain tracts of their proper territo | Memorial on Navy ization. 
ry, reserving the liberty to hunt and fish within the; At a meeting of tiie merchants and others, interest= 
same whiie 1 continues the property ofthe United! eq in foreign commerce, held at the Tontine cof* 
States. For this cession the United States is to| fee house on Friday evening, the 17th Jan. 1817, 
nd for 12 years, $1,000 per year, in goods, at their Guroon S. Mumronn, esq. chairman, 
rst cost, without charge for transportation. This James B. Munray, esq. secretary, 
is signed by the Black Partridge, Black Bird, &c.| The committee appointed at the last meeting 
3. With that portion of the Winebagoes residing | reported the following memorial, which, together 
on the Quiconsin river—a treaty of peace, recogniz-| with the subsequent resolutions, were unanimously 
ing all former cessions made, and every treaty oF) adopted. 
Gontract heretofore concluded, and promising to} To the honorable the senate and house of represen- 
give no assistance to the other part of their tribe} tatives of the United States of America, in con- 
until they make a peace with the U. S.—and also} gress assembled: 
th «t they will deliver up a// prisoners in their hands.} ~The memorial of ship owners and others, interest- 
Tiis is signed by the Spoon, White Sky, Good! ed in foreign commerce, convened by public notice 
House, &e. Concluded June 3, 1816. _ jat the Tontine coffee house in the city of New-York, 
4. With the Backs, of Rock-river, and the adja-|the 17th of January, 1817, 
cent country—the preamble recites the measures RESPECTFULLY RFPRESENTS— 
that had heretofore been taken to make peace with} That the operation of the several commercial and 
this tribe, and goes on to ratify and re-acknowledrre colonia! rerulations adopted by the foreign nations 
the treaty of 1804, and all other coniracts with the/ for the protection and promotion of their own trade, 
U. S.—placing them status ante bellum provided; has depressed that of the United States, to a degree 
they restore, before the Ist of July next, all pro-|hitherto unknown. In fact it has rendered our 
perty stolen since they were notified of the ratifi-| vessels of little value, and thrown our seamen, and 
Cation of the treaty of peace, with Great Britain,| the numerous classes of mechanics connected with 
under the penaity of forfeiting their portion of the navigation almost out of employ. 
annuities. This is signed by One-who speaks, Stur-, While the treaties between the United States and 
geoeman, Bad-Axe, Thunder-that- frightens, &c.—) other maritime nations profess to place the vessels 
Conc'ided May 15, 1816. of each party on an equal footing, they provide for 
5. With the Siouxs of the Leaf, the Siouxs of the; so small a portion of the commerce, and so much is 
broad Le f, and the Siouxs who shoot in the Pine) left to the provisions of each, that we have merely 
T.op»—a treaty of friendship and peace, re-cogniz-\the shadow, and not the substance, of reciprocity, 
ins all former r aiicsand cessions. ‘This is signed!nor can it be obtained, but by the adoption of mea- 
by tie Marching Wind, French Crow, Belly /iche,| sures similar in character and effect. 
&c. Concluded June &, 1816. | Your memorialists have perceived, with great sa- 
6. With the Chickasaws—ceding lands narth of tisfaction, the attention that has been paid to this 
the Tennessee river, and some other lands—for, interesting subject by the president of the United 
which they are to receive $12,000 per ann. for 10; States in his message to your honorable body: and 
successive years, and $4,500 to be paid in sixty days; that the honorable committee of foreign relations, 
afier the ratification of the treaty, with presents to; have through their chairman, introduced a bill for 
several of the chiefs and warriors. Several reser-;the purpose of providing a remedy for evils under 
vations of land in the tracts ceded are made by the} which we are now so severely suffering, the provi- 
Chickasaws in favor of particular persons. ‘They/sions of which bill we have considered with great at- 
also stipulate for the exclusion of pedlars and tra-/ tention. 
ders, under the forfeiture of all the goods brought; We observe by its tenor that it is contemplated 
by such persons into the nation. The cession made|to lay an additional duty upon merchandize import- 
is valuable and very important to the people of|ed into the United States, from, and being the pvo- 
Tennessee, &c. ‘This treaty is signed by maj. gen.| duct of territories from which our vessels are ex- 
William Colbert, major William Glove, major|cluded; but while we believe that considerable be- 
George Colbert, and many otherchiefs. Concluded] nefits would result from such a law, we would res- 
Oct. 4, 1816. ectfully suggest to the consideration of your ho. 
7. With the Cherokees—establishing boundaries| norable body, the expediency of totally j#ohibiting 
and relinquishing certain lands; for which they are! the admission of vessels and merchandize, under 
to receive an annuity of $6000 to continuc 10 years,| such circumstances, from a conviction that such re- 
and $5000 to be paid in sixty days afier the ratifi./ gulation would not only be sanctioned by every prin- 
éation of the treaty. ciple of justice, but as a measure of policy be pre- 
8. With the Choctaws—a treaty of cession, for, ferable, as more prompt and effective in its results; 
which they are to. receive an annual annuity of inasmuch as the effects of extra duties could only be 
$560 for 20 years, and to be paid $10,000 in mer-; felt by the gradual and tardy diminution of the trade 


chandise sapepaately after signing the treaty. end revegues of our rivals—wwhype by adopting their 
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own weapons, the contest would indubitably be ren- 
dered more equal. 

As we are now situated, foreign ships may load 
cargoes in Europe, and proceed with them to the 
United States, on the same terms as our vessels, 
after which they may take on board articles of 
American produce, car Y them to their colonies, 
and there lade cargoes of colonial goods, and return 
with them, either to the United States or Europe, 
thus enabling them, by coupling the two voyages, 
to carry their cargoes at a rate much too low to, 
defray the ordinary expences of a vessel while con 
fined to a participation of the single voyage:, We 
are not therefore only deprived ef the one half of 
our foreign commerce but the other half is ren- 
dered of little value. 

A proof of the determination to exclude us, if pos- 
sible, from the carrying trade, may be found in a 
late act of the government of Nova-Scotia, imposing 
much heavier duties upon the exportation of gyp- 
sum or plaster of Paris, when landed in any port of 
the United States north, than when carried south, of 
cape Cod; thereby depriving a section of the union 
from a trade hitherto very valuable to them, in 
transporting that article from the eastern section, 
where they had been in the habit of procuring it 
from Nova-Scotia at a small expence, to the middle 
states, where it is almost exclusively consumed 

Your memorialists forbear to state the numerous 
other cases of inequality that exist in our commer- 
cial intercourse with foreign nations, which cannot 
have escaped the observation of your honorable body. 


They would respectfully solicit the passage of 


such a law as shall have the following tendency: 

1. To prohibit the importation into the United 
States of any articles of foreign produce or manufac- 
ture except in vessels of the United States, or in 
vessels built by and actually belonging to the citi- 
zens or subjects of the nation in whieh such arti- 
cle has been produced or manafactured, or to a na- 
tion which shall permit the importation of foreign 
produce or manafactures of a similar description in- 
to its ports, in the registered vessels of the United 
States, upon the same terms as her own vessels are 
permitted to import such goods or manafactures 
into the ports of that nation. 

2. To prohibit the entry into the United States 
of any foreign vessel with acargo, the growth, pro- 
duce or manafacture of any territory, where a vessel 
of the United Siates is not permitted to take on 
board a similar cargo upon equal terms, or to im- 
pose such extra duty as in the opinion of your 
honorable body, may be best calculated to produce 
the desired end, 

3. To prevent the lading on board of any foreign 
vessel, a cargo to be landed in any foreign port, into 
which a car go of similar articles is not permitted to 
be imported in American vessels. 

If foreigners want our bread, our cotton, our 
tobacco, our lumber, our naval stores, we only ask 
to be allowed a fair and reasonable share in the 


to use their endeavors at Washington to promote 
the objects of this meeting. 

Resolved, That the following gentlemen, together 
with the chairman and sccretary, be a committee 
to obtain the signatures of our fellow citizens, to 
the memorial : 

Preserved Fish, 

Gabriel Havens, 

George Griswold, 

Allen Shepherd, 

Alfred P. Edwards, 

John H. Howland, 

Levi Coit, 

Gardiner G. Howland, 

Robt. Ainslie, James Lovett, 

Francis Depau, John Griswold, 
Resolved, That the citizens of the several sea- 
ports throughout the United States, be, and they 
are hereby invited to assemble and express to con- 
gress their opinion on the subjects contained in the 
preceding memorial. 

Resolved, That the memorial and proceedings of 
this meeting, be published in the several newspa- 
pers in this city. 

GORDON S. MUMFORD, chairman. 
James B. Munnay, sec’ry. 


Elisha Tibbetts, 
Stephen Whitnevy 
Isaac Burr, 

Stephen H: sthaway, jr. 
Isaac Bell, 

Jacob Barker, 
Samuel Hicks, 
Benjamin Bailey, 


ar bill has been reported to the house of repre 
sentatives that subsiantially anlicipates the wishes 
of the above memorialists, which has been twice 
read and referred to a committee of the whole, and 
will probably pass. 





‘Revolutionary speeches, orations, &c. 
The following communication is from one of the 
best of men— 

Mr. Nrres—Observing in one of our newspapers, 
which I sometimes ides Be few days after they are 
printed, an extract or expose of a correspondence 
between you and president Adams, for the purpose 
of obtaining some speeches of the revolution..ry con- 
gressionalists, in which you appear a little unhappy 
at the issue of the business—the old man baving, in 
a testy sort of pleasantry, declared that none remuin, 
except a few bits and ends in Dr. Witherspoon’s 
writings; or in achaos of bis own, which he dare not 
enter. And observing farther, that you do not give 
up the great design, but still express a melancholy 
hope, and make a pitiable demand on your fell: OW- 
citizens for assistance in the case, which ought to 
move the feelings of every one, whom time or chance 
had once enabled to catch a little of the precious 
droppings of primeval wisdom and cloqueace:— 
‘Though L have but little to offer, yet my commise- 
ration for you, as an editor in want of something to 
print, and from sympathy with your numerous rea- 
ders, who must be panting at this season for speech: 
es, and glad, in a time of dearth, to swallow frag- 
ments of former days, L have forced myself to re- 
collect, and endeavor to bring to yaur Keister, 
something from the old and silent walls of the re- 





carriage of the same to them; and are willing that} 
they shouid participate with us, in the benefit of| 








volutionary congress—Not spccc! eS, indeed! buta 
sort of anecdotal history of speech and no speceh, 


bringing their produce and manufactures to this} which may be better understood in the relation, as 


country. Our wish is, that all restrictions be re-|it displays two characters existing 


moved, or rendered equal by the adopcion of cor- 
respondent regulations, on the part of the United 

States. 

fesolved, That this memorial be signed by the 
chairman and secretary of this meeting, and trans- 
mitted to our representatives in congress, to be by 
them laid before that honorable body. 

Resolved, That Josiah Ogden H.ffman, David B. 
Ogden, and Henry Wheaton, esq. be a cgmamittee 


then, in beige 
'now, and likely to be, while society and speech en- 
dures. 

When Dr. Franklin returned to America, after his 
iong public agency, services and exposure in Eu- 
rope, he was elected a member, for Pennsyivania, 
in the congress of 177-. Fanuiuar as he had been 
with the discussion of state affairs, the concerms of 





his own country and the interest of nacions, he en- 
tered inte that new assembly of the representayiyes 
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of freemen, engaged in the momentous contest Qf 
arms for liberty aad peace, with such cautious re- 
sect fur the men and the object, that he sat silent 
for ten or tweive days before he ventured an opinion 
or proposition for consideration. The reflection 
will, perhaps, follow from some of your readers— 
How unlike many of the fresh-produced legislators 
Whom we have seen since. 

Jn the same body, at a later day, Governeur Mor- 
ris founda place under the credit of such talents as 
he had displayed before them whochosehim. The 
more to shew these, of which he had, doubtless, no 
jess confidence than his acquaintance, he once of. 
fercd a wager that he would speak an hour or two 
in the house without making a motion. The attempt 
was accordingly made at tne moment that suited, and 
a iong speech delivered, to the great benefit of that 
s»her assembly. Whether they were less used to 
such than some modern assemblies; or talents of 
speech had not then acquired their proper value, 
an! cxp.city for business was in vulgar estimation 
toe high, or whatever it was, it seemed they grew 
tired, and Dr. Witherspoon, taking advantage of the 
spe.kcr’s stopping to spit, or some other halt, stood 
up and seconded the gentleman’s motion. Gover- 
neur, with surprise, turned round and asked, what 
motion?’—he had made none! ‘The more shame for! 
you, :e urned the doctor, to take up the time of; 
congress with a speech without end or object. | 

A COTEMPORARY. 


Baltimore, January 25, 1817. 








—_—_—— _ a ee 


Contracts—war & navy departments. | 


Brief abstract of ihe statements made 6t the acting 
sec eury of war and of the secretary of the navy, of | 
their contracts made in the vear 1816. 

BY THN SECRETARY OF WAR. 

For rations. The price of the rations varies with 
the fuciliues of suppiving them at the different 
posts. The highest, in Georgia, is 33 1-3 cents; the 
lowest, for the state of Kentucky, 123. In the east- 
ern states, generally, nearly 16; New York, south 
of the Highlands, 15; Pennsylvania 16.74. Dela- 
ware, Maryland and District of Columbia, 173; 
Virginia 17.23; South Carolma 29; Tennessee 15; 
New Orleans 155; Detroit, &c. 17. The western 
nosts vary from 144 io 32, according to the cost of 
transportation, &e. : 

Avms. 10,000 stands, at $14; 10,000 do. at 15; 
10,000 do. not to exceed $10. 100 tons salt- 
perre, at 34 cents per lb.* 

Articles of clothing. Many groce of yg ges > 
yards of kersey (} wide, at 70 and 82) pairs of 
shoes; leather caps; large quantities of blte cloth, 
6-4, at 2.33 1-3 and 2.50, blankets at 2.75, &c. 

CP.ill of domestic manufacture. 

BY THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 

One complete frame of live oak for a slip of 7 
guns; I do. for a ship of the line, 2 do. for frigates; 
with large quantities of timber for other ships of 
74 guns and frigates, &c. Some 42 and 32-pounder 
cannon at $125 per ton; quantities of shot, at5 cents 
per lb. 100 tons salt petre at 24* cents per lb.— 
9,3UU boits of canvas, large quantities of sheathing 
copper, bolts, rods, &c. at 33 cents per lbh—44 cents | 
Pork at 18 50, and beef at 








for sheathing nails. 
Bi2 per barrel. 

_f All the manufactured articles appear to be do- 
mestic. 





--——~ ‘ 





. ‘ 
*Tnere is an error (probably of the press) as to, 
one of these—but so the prices ure given tm the | 
‘oficial statements | 
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Army of the United States. 


Letter from the acting sceretary of wor, transmilting 
“ statement showing the actual number of the army 
of the United States, and the siations uf each carps, 
tn compliance with a resolution of the senate of the 
Onited States, of the 21st instant 

War Department, January 22, 1816. 
Sir—In compliance with the resolution of the se- 

nate, of the 21st instant, I have the honor to enclose 

the report of the adjutant and inspector general, 
showing the posts at which the present army of ihe 

Unite’ States is stationed, and the actual number 

at each post respectively. [ have the honor to be, &e. 


GEO. GRAHAM, acting secretary of war. 
Hon. John Gaillaird, president of the senate, &e. 
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23 
Fortification, eantomment, or post Corps. eo 
=3 
“2 
Fort George, Castine, Maine Artillery Corps | 85 
Preble, Portland, do. do. 111 
Constitution, Portsmouth, N. H. do. 66 
Sewall, Marblehead, Mass. Light Artillery | 60 
Ind pendence, Boston, do. O. 348 
Warren, Boston, do. do. 75 
Wolcott, Newport, R. I. do. 58 
Adams, do. do. do. 74 
Trumbull, New-London, Conn. do. 86 
Columbus, New-York Artillery Corps |220 
Lewis, 0. do. 102 
Wood, do. do. 99 
Mifflin, near Philadelphia , do. 212 
M‘Henry, Baltimore do. 126 
Severn, Annapolis do. 109. 
Washington, on the Potomac do. 107 
Cantonment, Greenbush, N.Y. {2d Regt. of Inft.| 77 
Piattsburg, doa. 6th do. do. | 491 
Sackett’s-Harbor, do. {2d = do. do. [599 
Fort Pike, do. do, [Artillery Corps {127 
Niagara, New-York do. Qa 
0. do. 2d Regt. of Inft.| 72 
Fort Shelby, Detroit Artillery Corps |109 
Cantonment, do. 5th Regt. of Init}47é 
Grosse-Isle, Detroit river, oppo- 
site Malden do. 61 
Fort Gratiot, outlet of lake Huron do. 76 
Michilimachinack, Artillery Corps |132 
do. 3d Regt. of Inft.]/227 
Green Bay, mouth of Fox river do. 112 
, do. Rifle Regiment] 168 
Fort Dearborn, Chicago. 3d Regt. of Inft.}130 
Harrison, Indiana ° 68 
Wayne, Ohio, head waters of 
the river Miami-of-the-Lake do. 72 
Aggregate strength of the division/of the north . . | -—5,030 
Fort Nelson, Norfclk, Virginia {Artillery Corps | 88 
Norfolk, da. do. do. 63 
Cran: y-Island, do. do. do. 52 
Fort Johnston, Smituville, N.C. do. 7 
Moulirie, Charleston, S. C. do. 188 
Jobnson, do. do. do. 79 
Tybee Barracks, Georgia do. 51 
Fort Hawhins, do. 4th Regt. of Inft} 68 
Gaines, do. do. 51 
Camp Crawford, Appalachacala do. 480 
Fort Montguinery. Alabama river!7th Regt. of Inft/253 
4 Crawford, Cannico, 45 miles 
below fort Monigom ry do. 408 
Jackson, junction of Koosee 
and Talapossee do. 82 
Bowyer, Mobile Point Ist Regt. of Inft] 5% 
Charlotte Artillery Corps |102 
Petite Coquille, lake Ponchartrain do 29 
do. » ist Regt. of Inft.| 56 
Fort St. John, Bayou St, John * du. 53 
St. Philip, Plaquemine Bend do. 47 
do. do. Artillery Corps | 81 
New-Orleans do. 35 
do. Ist Regt. of Inft} 48 
Paton Rouge o. 401 
Fort Claiborne, Natchitoches Rifle Regiment.|11% 
St. Louig, Misséuri Artillery Corps | 43 
do. do. 8th Regt. of Luft; 51 
Fort Clarke, Lliinois Q- 86 
Edwards, do do. 85 
Armstrong, Rock-Island, 
above St. Louis do. 495 
Crawford, Prairie du Chien | Rifle Regiment.j503 
Aggregate strengti: of the division of the south, . 4,22) 
Total, both divésions, 9,245 
@rdrance department, $18 
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Nore.—It will be observed, that this report of 
the strength of posis and garrisons, is less than the 
general return of the army, of the Ist instant, which 
will be accounted for in the reduction of the force 
at the several posts, by casual absences, sickness, 
&e. 

Since the date of the last returns, the two com- 
panies of riflemen reported at Natchitoches, have 
been moved to St. Louis, and two companies of the 
Sth infantry have been ordered to Nachitoches. The 
remainder of the 8th infantry have been removed 
from Depa. tment No. 9, to Department No. 8. The 
two companies of riflemen, reported at Green Bay, 
are ordered over to the Mississippi; they belong to 
the southern division. 

Adjutant and Inspector-general’s office, 
14th January, 1817. 
D. PARKER, 


Adjutant and inspector-general. 
—— 


The case of judge Bland. 


Qn the 8th day January, 1817, the committee of: 
grievances and courts of justice, submitted to, 
the house of delegates of Maryland, for its con-| 
sideration and adoption, the following recelution| 
and address. 

‘“‘ Resolved, by the general assembly of Maryland, 
two thirds of all the members of each house con-} 
curring, that the following address be presented to 
his excellency the governor : 

To his excellency the governor of the state of Mury- 

land. 

The general assembly of Maryland conceive it to 
be their bounden duty, as guardians of the public 
interest and safety, to cail your attention to the con- 
duct of one of the members of the judiciary. 

It appears to the general assembly, from satis- 
factory testimony, that Theodorick Bland, associate 
judge of the sixth judicial district, hath refused 
to carry into execution the act, entitled, “A fur- 
ther supplement to the act, entitled,” an act res- 
pecting the equity jurisdiction of the county courts, 
“upon the ground of its unconstitutionality, after the) 
judges of the same district had solemnly decided 
that the said act was consitutional, and had granted 














relief under the same. You are therefore requested, | 
immediately on the receipt of this address, to re-| 
move the said Theodorick Bland from his ofice as| 
associate judge.” 

Of this resolution, address and charge, judge| 
Bland received an official copy on the 9th inst. and | 
also a copy of an order, informing him that the) 
house of delegates had appointed the 21st of the| 
same month to hear him, and any testimony he 
might have to offer in his defence. On the 10th 


inst. the judge received an official copy of the de. 





Positions taken by the committee of grievances, and 
reported by them, as the foundation of the charge 
against him. 


On the 21st, being the day appointed, the judge) 


attended and was prepared to proceed with the! 
investigation and refutation of the allegation a-| 
gainst him, but the house being engaged with | 
other business the subject was not taken up till! 
the next day—when judge Bland appeared, and| 
the clerks of the courts of the sixth judicial dis-| 
trict, were called and examined, and sundry certi 
ficates and records produced and inspected; and) 
many other witnesses fully examined and heard,}| 
as well on behalf of the house, as on behalf of the 
judge. 

After the testimony was closed, the judge was 
gbgut to proceed with kis defence, in which he 





intended to shew and prove, by arguments derived 
from the express provisions of the constitution, an 

the acts of assembly; from the nature and structur€ 
of our judicial system, and also by the principle’ 
of the common law, as evidenced by various direct 
and solemn decisions, both of the English and Mary- 
land courts, that a single judge, when acting alone 
as a court, or officially out of court, was not im- 
peratively or absolutely bound by a solemn decision 
of the majority of the members of the court to 
which he belongs, in a subsequent case of a similar 
nature; but much less so, in a case where the same 
constitutional question was renewed, and again 
presented to Such dissenting judge, nor to yield up 
his opinion to the majority of the court in any case 
where an appeal lies until such his opinion had been 
overruled by the court of appeals. But the house 
of delegates not being willing to take up the time 
of the house, in hearing the judge on that question, 


P] 


and being otherwise satisfied—the following order 
was moved and adopted : 

“On motion by Mr. Potts, the question was put, 
that the house adopt the following order: 

“Ordered, That no soiemn adjudication having 
taken place in the sixth judicial district of this 
state upon the constitutionality of the law vesting 
equity jurisdiction in the county courts, which was 
the foundation of the present enquiry, that the 
same be dismissed, and the honorable judge Bland 
be deemed acquitted of the cliarge contained in 
the report of the committee of grievances and 
courts of justice. Resolved unanimous!y in the affirme- 
tive. 

‘*True copy from the proceedings of the house of 
delegates. 


(Signed) LOUIS GASSAWAY, Clk.” 


ee 


Legislature of South-Carolina. 


On Tuesday, the 24th November, the following communication 

was made by the governor to both branches of the legislature: 
To the senate and house of representatives. 

Fellow-citizens— Aii the measures which by the proceedings of. 
your last session devolved on the executive, have, so far as they 
depe:ded on him, been accomplish d- When the legislative will 
was expressed or clearly indicated, it has been strictly oheyed; and 
where the compliance with your wishes involved the exercise of 
discretion, it has been used in a manner that [ trust will prove 
satisfactory. In this respect the papers numbered from 1 to 12 
inclusive, and herewith transmitted, will place in your possession 
all the inferimation that can be desired, 

The papers numbered |, 2 and 3, shew the terims of the conven- 
tion negociated at Washiugton with the chiels of the Cherokee 
indians, and of its final ratification by the nation; although the 
latter was encumbered with certain reservations im favor of indi- 
viduals which lessened in some measure, the importance of the 
acquisition in a pecuniary point of view, yet these were not con- 
silered so material as to prevent my aceeptarice of the treaty, 
which has accordingly received my final sanction. A prompt and 
effectual change in the state of things in that territory was essene 
tial to the good order of society, and iv this respect the acquisition 
of jurisdiction was considercd more important than the compensa- 
tion givens When to this is added the {ve simple of the soil, it is 
not doubted that my procerdings in reiation to this husiness will 
meet your approbation. The disposition of the general govern 
ment. on this subject, and the cheerful personal assistance of the 
late sceretary for the department of war, have obtained for us a 
relinquishment of title; which it is believed contd rot otherwise 
have been accomplished. Legal provisions will become neerssary 
to extend to the territory thus acquired our judicial and militia 
systems, and to provide for the various circumstances which be- 
long toit. Among these you will not omit regulations for disposing 
of the lands, and advamtageously investing the procceds. Perhaps 
no appropriation of the latter will be more heneficial to the state 
at large, than the creation of a permanent fund for the maintenance 
of the free schools. Such a course will be no less delightful to the 
mind of the philanthropist than consonant to the liberal policy and 
enlightened virws of the legislature. Ia thus securing to the poor 
the advantages of education, and putting this their precious inheri- 
tance beyond the reach of temporary feelings or mutable councils, 
the character of the state will be established, and the general wel- 
fare promoted. 

The papers 4, 5, 6, exhibit the correspondence concerning the 
arms due to this state from the general government ‘The quota of 
South-Carolina, according to tae apportionment of war, has been 
received. ‘This is considered fair, and as faras it gocs, satisfactory; 
but the means provided by cougriss on this subject, fail greatly 
short of the wishes and expectations of the state. Itis no longer 4 
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speculative opinion, for experience teaehes us that our liberties 
and institutions depend principally on the militia for defence.— 
Science in che art, and discipline in the practice of war, are useless 
without arms, aud eveu arias become dangerous, unless a prepon- 
derating portion of the:n be in the hands of virtue and eee 
—the malitia therefore ave the safe deposit for them. But while 
there are no new armories erecting, and no extended enterprize 
fer their manufacture commenced, we shall look in vain for its 
acvcomplishinent ef our wishes to those of Springfield and Harper’s 
Ferrys ‘he mere appropriation of a sum of money, very small 
compared with the abject to be effected, notwithstanding its inap- 
plicability to auy other puryose, is better calculated to betray our 
safety and to disappoint our hopes, than “to arm the whole body of 
the militia.” All the*brauches of the general government are 80 
justly influenced by publie sentiment, that I cannot refrain from 
recommending a continued expression of our wishes, (instruction 
to the state delegation in congress nay be happily resorted to) 
until it shall produee measures corresponding to the vital impor- 
tance aud magnitude of this object. 

‘he paper 7 is a copy of the instructions prepared for George 
Blackburu, «sq. under the authority of the appropriatien ‘for pro- 
euring a map ef this state.” Your proceedings on this subject were 
considered as pointing to this gentleman as th: person to be em- 
ployed. notwithstanding my discretion was, in form, not limited. 

uch an indication, however, was not Neeessary to procure for him 
the appointment; his genius and acquirements warranted the 
choice—his zeal and industry, thus far, have justified our confi- 
dence. He has been directed to attend at Columbia, during the two 
first weeks of your sessson, to give such mformation and expiana- 
tious as may be requircd, touching the progress and probatle ac- 
complishwest of the work. His journal, also, if required, shall be 
subject to your examination. 

The appropriation for military books, to be furnished to the 
militia officers of this state, has been more than sufficieat for the 
purpose. ‘This measure will not fail to produce all the benetits 
anticipated from it. Its effects were to be seen during the revi ws 
of the present year, wherever the distritution of the books had 
been made in time for the officers to study them. The disposition 
manifested throughout the siate, and the emulation existing im 
almost every regiment, afford the most gratifying proofs of the 
correctness of our measures coocerning the militia. A mild but 
steady execution of the laws, will ina very few years elevate them, 
at least. to the level of the best m the union. 

The American fire has proved more deadly in battle than any 
other; probably, beeause we have been frum our earliest years 
familiar with the use of firearms. The inducements, however, to 
such an use,are fast decreasing. The rapid progress of agriculture, 
aceelerated by the upcowmon rewards of labor, is, by constant, 
though almost imperceptible degrees, impairing the efficiency of 
our arms, by lessening the gbjects for their use. As the forest 
yields to the axe, the game which they eontained disappear, and 
with them much of the excitement to a dexterous use of arms.— 
Whether these have so far diminished, as to require Other incen- 
tives for the preservation of our skill in —? you best can 
determine; but, surely, au honorable reward to such individuals as 
may, from time to time, distinguish themselves in the regiments, 
by the precision of their fire, would be productive of good, as it 
might assist to prolong the accuracy, and of course the efficiency, 
of vur fire. The man who knows aud feels that he is superior to 
his enemy, is very apt to meet him as the militia met the British 
near New-Orleans. ‘This knowledge always enables the soldier to 
perform wonders. Our measures should be, at | ast, as much ad- 
dressed to the moral as to the physical energics of the people; with 
all armies equal reliance may be placed om the former as the lat- 
ter, and with the ‘ilitia infinitely greater. 

The tenth section of the act et the 16th of December last, re- 
quires to be altered or explained so as to operate alike on all offi- 
cers of uniform campanics of cavalry, artiliery, infantry and rifle- 
men; as well of those which were raised prior to the passage of 
that law, as those subsequent. However coutrary it may be to 
what is believed was the insention of the legislature, it is con- 
tended, that the seetion permits the former to hold their commis- 
sions, while it deprives the latter of theirs, when th~y shall fail to 
have in uuiform a certain number of rank and file. This is too 
unjust a distinction, growing out of the accidental wording of the 
section, to be permitted to remain. 

Much jneonvenience resudts from the regiments having no per- 
manent place of rendezvous I recommend that an appropriation 
be made for cach, to be expended at the discretion of the major- 
general, brigadier-general, aud for each regiment its particular 
commandant, as commissjoners, to provide a muster field for each. 
If colonels were authorised to appoint suttlers, who, on the days 
of general mnsters, should be protected in the exclusive right to 
suttie at such piaces, it would in many, if not in every instance, 
procure the muster field wanted, without the expenditure of the 
sum appropriated. Should an increase of population induce an 
increas: of the number of regiments, and therefore a change of the 
places of rendezvous, it is believed the appreciation in the value 
of lasid, will be sueh as to prevent any loss im the purchase, At all 
exents, the inconveniences, from a variety of causes, have become 
such as to require the juterference of the legislature; which is 
called for, not more by the good it may produce, than the im- 
proving state of those for whom it is intended to provide, 

Your attention is recommended to a review of she liseai laws of 
the state, at least so tar as to provide against an evil which may 
arise, apd which will be suggested. Appropriations of money re- 
main as credits im the treasury, payable on account of the specific 
ebjects for which they were granted, nnul expressly repealed by 
Jaw. Although our financial system has been wiaterially changed 
since the establishucut of the bank of the state, and although ali 


- a | . 
bank being bound by its charter to honor the drafts made upon it 
for appropriations, all unexpended balances, not r-pealed by the 
legislature, may be called for at any time. It may be very proper 
to grant money for specific objects this year, which the legislature 
might find it expedient to refuse a few years hence. If no injury 
has been suffered by the state under such a system, it argues mueh 
more in favor of its public agents than of the system itself. There 
are now, subjeet to the governor’s drafts, large balances of appro» 
priations, made during the Jate war. for military purposes; also, 
more than twelve thousand dollars of the contingent fund remain 
unex pended. 
The resignation of John Taylor, esq. late a senator in congress, 
herewith submitted, and marked 8, induces the necessity of electing 
@ person to represent the state in the senate of the United States, 
until the expiration of the term for wbich he was elected; as also 
some one to succeed to that seat on the 4th of March next. Elec- 
tors of presideat and vice-president of the United States are also ta 
be chosen during your prescnt session. 
‘The paper 11, is a copy of the law of the state of Georgia, re-. 
ceived trom the executive of that state, since your last mecting. 
Whether the measure which has been so long adopted by this state, 
in anuicipation of such a law ou the part of Georgia, be now the 
most proper to be pursued, you have an opportunity to decide; as 
also, to consider maturely the expediency of commencing, on a 
large scale, the works of internal improvement. Perhaps the to 
graphy of no state presents Mure inviting opportunities fur im- 
proving inland navigation than our own; none have stronger in- 
ducemerts, and yet few have done less. The state is possessed of 
the most ample materials; public spirit, enterprise, perseverance, 
are not waiting, and nothing is required for the accomplishment 
of every desiced object in this respect but the patronage of the 
legislature. Whether this shall be afforded by grants or loans of 
money, by becoming participators in works of public utility, or by 
beginning them wholly on state account, is Wi.hin the reach of 
your wisdom to determine, 
Two events have occurred during the present year, which re- 
quired a resort to military force. A few runaway negroes, cons 
cealing themselves in the swamp and marshes contiguous to Com- 
bahve and Ashepoo rivers, not a been interrupted in their 
petty plunderings for a long time, formed the nucleus, round 
which all the ill-cisposed and audacious near them gathered, until 
at length their robberies became too serious to be suffered with 
impunity. Attempts were the: made to disperse them. which either 
from imsufficieucy of number, or bad arrangement, served by their 
failure wy bee: eucotrage a wanton destruction of property. Their 
force now became alarming, not less from its numbers. than from 
the arms and ammunition with which it was supplicd The pecu- 
liar situation of the whole of that portion of our coast rendered 
access to them diflicult, while the numerous creeks and water 
courses, through the marshes and round the islands, furnished 
them easy opportunities to plundr, uot only the planters in open 
day, but the inJaud coasting trade also, without leaving a trace 
of their movements by which they could be pursued. There yas 
bat one more stag: to a state of things altogether intolerable;*to 
prevent which, I felt it my duty to use the pubbe foree and the 
ublic money. I therefore ordered colonel, now major general 
Villiam Younghluod, to take the necessary measures for suppres- 
sing them, and authorised him to incur the customary expenccs of 
such an expedition. This was immediately executed. By a judi- 
cious employment of the militia uad-r his command, he either 
captured or destroyed the whole body. As the amount of the ex- 
pences authorised has not yet been asc. rtained, and of course not 
paid, I ask of the legislature to put at the disposal of my successor, 
a sum 2d:-quate to redeem my promise.* The other event hap- 
ened wi the neighborhood of Camden. It appears that a scheme 
or Organizing insurrection among the slaves had been for years 
contemplated by afew desperate characters there. They had nearly 
matured their plans, when a communication of them was made, in 
the latter part of June lest, to a faithful servant, belonging to a 
geutleman in that neighborhood. By him 1 was immediately ad- 
vised of the plot, whereupon I directed oneof my aids, lictutenant- 
colonel James Chesnut, to adopt such a eourse as would lead, not 
oaly to a satisfactory knowledge of their whole project, but to its 
effectual prevention. His measures corresponded with my confi 
dence. ‘They were as successful as they were judicious. Tbrough 
the instrumentality of the good servant alluded to, he carried on a 
counterplot, by which he was enabled to procure ample testinwony 
to convict the principals, without resorting to the evidence of the 
srvant who made the first disclosure, and to seize upon all who 
were implicated, before the slight st suspicion of thew guilt was 
entertained by any one, except those engaged with him to prevent 
it. They were immediately delivered up to the civil authority, 
and have been all punished except one, whom the court pardoned. 
However certain of failure every such project must ultimately 
prove, from the circumstances in which we now find ourselves 
placed, it can scarcely be doubted, that but for the loyalty of the 
servant mentioned, much iajury would have been sustained, prior 
to the final destruction of those who so rashly plunged themselves 
into ruin. Lf he has saved the life of a single person, or the house 
of one individual from fire, for massacre and conflagration were 
both embraced in the project, his services to the public are so im- 
portant as to form a strong claim on your generositye He has al- 
ways supported a good character, aud been for a course of years 
entrusted with the care of a portion of his master’s property. All 
that his master cau do, to better his situation, without proclaiming 
his case to the neighborhood, from which he has been restrained by 
a promise, has already been done. Short of his freedom his reward 
will not be ample, and this is more becoming the legislature than 
any other. His name, and every circumstance connected with his 
case, Will be fully communicated to any committee of your body, 
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These incidents admonish us to a careful revisal of our patrol 
system. Perhaps the agents selected for its execution are pro- 
per, but the responsibility under which they aet is believed to be 
inadequate to a just administration of it. If the duties to be per 
tormed by these agents are to be considered of a military mature 
wholly, as by some they have been, no evil would result from the 
requiring superior officers to superintend their execution; if of a 
civil character, the aid of the courts of law might be successfully 
resorted ta, by adding an additional clause to the oath administer 
to the grand jurors. ‘These events, together with the occurrence 
of Boxley’s insurrection in Virginia, induced certain enquiries 
the attorney general; his letter in reply; marked 12, is laid before 
you jor your consideration. It is not possible that your delibera- 
tivas on these subjects can be concluded before that remorseless, 
merciless traffic, which brings among us slaves of all descripuons 
from other states, and which is a reproach to our morals, and an 
outrage to our feelings, shail press on you for correction. It Is 
time the course of cexseless cupidity, alike regardless of country 
and consequence, should be arrested: high time that our strects 
and highways should be freed from the crowds of suffering vicums, 
that are constantly dragged through them, to minister to insatiable 
avarice. The lights of humanity—a wise policy—the prayers © 
the just,all require that the delightful avocations of domesuc life 
should be no longer defiled by the preseuce of convicts and male- 
factors. 

‘The time has passed, when all our feelings were excited in rela- 
tion to the militia drafts by the general government. We then 
saw the efficiency of our justitution paralized; the public order 
threatened; “the veil of the temple” —of the constitution “rent mm 
twain”—Yet the redeeming spirit of the people, without disorder 
or cominotion, patiently struggied through the difficulty. The 
period has now come, when we can deliberately, and without 
passion and prejudice, review the progress of events, wuching 
this interesting subject, and decide whether it be not necessary 
by timely provision to guard against similar occurrences in future. 
It can scarcely be denied, that a power ought to be Jodged 
somewhcre, competent to call out the physical foree of the nation, 
for national emergenciess However inexpedient and dangerous 
it would be to strip the state governments of all authority over 
the militia, and vest it exclasively in the general government, 1t 
ean be neither to give to this last complete power over it, for the 
specific purposes eyunerated in the constitution, Such a power 
appears to be a necessary attribute of sovereignty, and essential 
to its preservation. Whether militia drafts were improperly witb- 
held or uot, by some of the states, during the late war, is not 
Necessary nuw to discuss; it is sufficient, fur all good purposes, 
that we know contests concerning the exercise of authority over 
them during a state of war, have arisen and may again occur, not 
only im relation to the constitutional right to call for them, but 
alsu as to the sphere in which they may be employed. Such an 
evil ought to be removed. ‘this is not an affair involving party 
considerations at all—it is the great business of the nation to provide 
for the nation’s safety. Whatever may be the political character 
of congress, it ought to have full power “to provide for the calling 
forth the militia to execute the laws of the anien, suppress 
insurrections, and repel invasions’—to defend the sacved soil of 
their country, without the possibility of its being eluded by 
querelous reasons or factious arguments. I therefore recommend 
an aiendmant to the constitution of the United States on this sub- 
ject to your most serious deliberation, 

You have again assembled, fellow-citizens, under the most pro- 
pitious political circumstances ‘he peace of the nation uudis- 


turbed, its character elevate@ and revered abroad—the empire of 


the laws perfect at home-*blessed with a government, instituted by 
the people, and adininistered for their benefit, which, like the at- 


mosphere, pervades every thing, yet is no where telt—secured | 


alike im the full exercise of our religious and our civil rights— 
enjoying ali the happiness of lega! liberty—the poor educated—the 
educated happy—the people virtuous and every where industrious, 
prosperous and contented. That such a rich stream of blessings 
should be poured out to us, at a time when all the nations of the 
earth with whom we have intercourse, are made to eat the bread 
of bitterness and sorrow, call for the most grateful and earnest 
thanksgivings to the great Anthor of every good. Under such cir- 
cumstances, you bave come up to the appointed house of the peo- 
pie, with none but dispositions faithfully to do the work of them 
who sent you, in which may you be so enlightened, with “that 
wisdom which is from above,” that all your acts may advance your 
personal character and the public good. 

DAVID R. WILLIAMS, 





ae 


Foreign Articles. 


ENGLAND, &c. 

The late season and price of wheat.—A ietter from 
Mr. Maury, U. S, consul at Liverpool, dated Nov. 
7—says, the last summer was the coldest he ever 
experienced, and unfavorable to grain. Wheat was 
selling at the rate of 44 for 69 Ib. 

Average price of wheat, Nov. 19, 100s. Sd. per 
quarter. Grain is said to have risen 100 per cent. 
at Odessa, on the Black sea. 

Lord Castlereagh’s house in St. James’ square, 
had been, attacked by a mob, and 12 squares of 
glass broken. ‘he mob had previously attempted 


to tear up the iron railing in Leicester square, but 
failed. : 
From the London Morning Chronicle. 

The American press, on account of the unlimit- 
ed freedom, offers an indifferent key to the policy 
of the government. It speaks with too much pas- 
sion to reflect the cool resolves of the cabinet; and 


of | though it faithfully represents the dominant feelings 


of the country, it furnishes no means of discover- 
ing the intentions of the executive. The latter is 
pacific from principle, and from profound views of 
policy, in the instance of the dispute now raging 
between Spain and her colonies. Though the Ame- 
rican executive may ardently desire the indepen- 
dence of the latter, it knows well that this result 


f}can be attained with far greater certaimty by its 


neutrality, than by its open co-operation. In the 
latter case, Spain would also, probably, have her 
auxiliaries; for there is not one European power 
that would see with satisfaction the cause of free- 
dom expand; and, as the auxiliary might have a 
great naval force, the United States could not ren- 
der the aid which the zeal and enterprize of pri- 
vate individuals are able to furnish under existing 
circumstances. The insurgents want only a regu- 
lar supply of arms, ammunition, and a few experi- 
enced officers to achieve their independence. 
FRANCE, 

Flour at Bordeaux, Nov. 23, from 12 to 13 dolls. 
per barrel. There is a bounty of 24 francs (47 gents) 
per cwt. on each cwt. imported, = : 

A disturbance has lately taken place at Toulouse, 
in consequence of the price of corn. 

The vintage “thas entirely failed.” 

French budget.—The deficits for 1814, 1815 and 
1816, amounted to 83,051,150 franes. The budget 
for 1817 calls for 1008,294,957—and the revenue for 
that year, including all the new taxes, is estimated 
to produce only 774,000,000, and leaving a total de- 
ficit of 314,274,957. 

NETHERLANDS. 

The price of grain is said to be falling in the Ne, 
therlands. 

PORTUGAL. 

Flour at Lisbon, $12 50. The vessels that went 
from Lisbon to the Biack sea for corn had returned 
in ballast, not being able to obtain it. 

ITALY. 

The late season, &c. Mr. Appleton, U.S. consul 
at Leghorn, says the late season was the most ex- 
traordinary one remembered. There was not a sin- 
gle day in which Fahrenheit’s thermometer had 
risen above 75; generally standing between 65 and 70 
—the usual heat of the summer is from 75 to %3° 
He states that the wheat crop had been much below 
middling, and that the corn, blasted, had not vield- 
ed a tenth of its usual product. ‘The oil and wine 
crops had also failed. . 

The king of Naples has prohibited the exvorta- 
tion of grain from his dominions. } 

BONAPARTE. 

We havea report that Bonaparte “in a rage,” sud- 
denly ordered his plate to be broken up and sold as 
old silver—as such it is stated to be worth 
10,500€. His object is said to be to live indepen- 
dent of the British government. If this be true, 
the resoluuon is te his credit—a man may easily be 
justified for refusing to receive favors from bis op- 
pressers. 

EAST INDIES. 

The British in the East Indies are intriguing’ with 
with the rajah of Jypore to place himself under their 
protection. And if the rajah of Nagpoer wil! not be 








protected by them, they have resolved: to. make war 
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upon him!—The protection of the spoilers of the 
east is quite as much to be feared as the power of 
their arms. 

CHINA. 

We have some account of the proceedings of the 
British embassy to China. The vessels had returned | 
to Canton from the Yellow sea—the embassy, itself, 
was to return there by land. It was generally be- 
lieved that it would be coldly received at Pekin. 
‘The great object of the British appears now to be to 
obtain possession of the islands of Lanton and Lintin, 
for ware-houses—by which they may completely 
command the Tigris and its whole commerce; and 
shut out any one at pleasure. 

EGYPT. 

Letters of a very recent cate give the following 
detail respecting Egypt: 

The country has greatly improved under the go- 
vernment of pacha Amoud Ali. The city of Alex- 
andria has been placed in a state of defence; the 


within the waters of the United States. She wa 
expected at New-Orleans. 

We have an important report from Galvestown, 
Mexico—and there is reason to believe it is true. 
A body of royal forces landed near Boquilla de Pie- 
dras, where they were ambuscaded and attacked 
by general Vittoria de Guadaloupe, who killed and 
wounded 300 of them, and took 150 prisoners, with 
a booty of a million of dollars. 

Gen. Vittoria has taken, besides, a convoy of twe 
millions of dollars, despatched under a strong escort 
from Mexico to Vera Cruz. Me has an army of 2000 
men. 

Three vessels of gen. Mina’s squadron have beer 
spoken off Boguilla. 





CONGRESS. 
SENATE. 
Thursday, January 23.—Mr. Campbell, from the 





troops are well treated and regularly paid; and more | 
volunteers offer themselves than are wanted. Amoud | 
Ali is im his 40th year. He was originally an adven-| 
turer, who exercised the trade of piracy in a small} 
vessel; his success attracted to him 660, with whose 
assistance he succeeded in domineering over the 
chief cities of Lower Egyp:—since which time his 
army has greatly increased. He caresses foreigners, 
particularly the French and English, and there is 
every probability that, if he continues to govern 
Egypt, it will become a flourishing country.” 
HAYTT. 
By a vessel, just arrived from Port au Prince, we 





' 


despatched a force to give him battle. 
BRITISH AMERICA. 

The governor of Lower Canada, ina speech, from, 
«he throne,” alludes generally to the deficiency of |} 
ahe crops, and says it has been represenied to him, 
that in some places the people are reduced to a state 
of absolute want. 

Many distressed persons continued to arrive at 
Halifax from Newfoundland. 

“SPANISH AMERICA.” 

The famous partizan chief, sir Gregor Gregor, | 
has left the patriots of Venezuela—the reasons as-| 
signed for it are, the futility of his endeavors to es-| 
tablish concert, discipline, and a regular govern- 
ment. He was proceeding to Mexico—had arrived 
at St. Thomas, where he immediately recruited 150) 
choice spirits of various nations and complexions; 
with these he embarked for Port au Prince, expect-| 
ing there to raise men enough to get a footing in} 
Mexico, where he supposed the natives would flock | 
to his standard. 

tis understood that Bolivar, with a pretty for- 
midable force, is operating against the royalists of| 
Venezuela. Admiral Byron’s (republican) squadron | 
appears to consist of 14 or 16 vessels. | 

The patriot privateers, off Cadiz, captured 29 
of valuable Spanish vessels in the month of Novem- | 
ber. 

The Venezuela privateer Jupiter, captured a, 
Spanish vessel, bound to New-Orieans, within mus- | 
ket shot of the bar. The procedure has justly ex-| 
cited much indignation. We wish the patriots en. 
tire success—if they respect the laws of nations, 
which in this case has been frequently violated, and, 
we hope, may be punished. 

ait is with pleasure we learn that this vessel, 
being carried to Galvestown, for adjudication, was 
promptly ordered to be restored by the (patriot) 
court of admiralty there, as having been captured 


{ 











pees. Te | 
dearn that king Henry, with his army, was within 30 | 
miles of that place, and that president Petion had | 


} 
{ 





committee on finance, to whom the subject was re- 
ferred, reported a bill making an appropriation to 
enable the president of the United States, to hold 
treaties with the Indian tribes therein mentioned. 

Friday, January 24—Mr. Chase reported a bill 
to provide for the punishment of crimes and offen- 
ces committed within the Indian boundaries. 

Other business done not necessary to notice at 
present. Adjourned to Monday. 

Pnesday, January 28.— Myr. Roberts reported a bill 
making appropriations for the payment of certain 
claims for militia services, to the state of Georgia. 

The following resolution, yesterday moved by Mr, 
Troup, was taken up and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the senate 
such information as he may possess, touching the 
execution of so much of the first article of the late 
treaty between his Britannic majesty and the United 
States of America, as relates to the restoration of 
slaves. 

Wednesday, January 29.—The bill to establish a 
new exetutive department, was rejected bya vote 
of 23 to 11. 

The bill for the adratssion of the western part of 
the Mississippi territory into the union as a state, was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and 
will, in all probability, pass the senate. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, January 22—Mr. Johnson, of Ken. from 
the committee to which was referred the letter and 
report of the acting secretary of war, on the appli- 
cation of major-general William H. Harrison, re- 
specting his expenditures of public money, while 
commanding the north-western army, made a report 
thereon, stating that the committee are unanimous- 
ly of opinion, that general Harrison stands above all 
suspicion as to his having had any pecuniary or im- 
proper connection with the officers of the commis- 
sariat, fur the supply of his army; that he did not 
wantonly or improperly interfere with the rights of 
the contractors, and that, in his whole conduct as 


the commander of the army, he was governed by a 


laudable zeal for, and devotion to the public ser- 
vice and interest; which report was read and consi- 
dered: Whereupon, it was 

Ordered, That the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject, and that 
the papers be transmitted to the department of war. 

Mr. Clarke, of N. Y. from the committee to which 
was referred the memorials and petitions of the 
inhabitants of the town of Buffalo and the Niagara 
frontier, claiming indemnification for property de- 
stroyed by the enemy during the late war with 



































NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—CONGRESS: 





384 








_ Sreat Britain, made a detailed report, accompanied 
by a bill for the relief of certain sufferers in the late 
war between the United States and Great Britain; 
which was twice read and committed. 

The engrossed bill to repeal (from and after the 
end of the present session) the act altering the 
mode of compensation to the members of congress, 
&c. was read the third time. 

Mr. Mills moved its indefinite postponement— 
withdrawn. Afier other propositions, the question 
was stated, “shall the bili pass?’—M.. King moved 
to recommit it—negatived by a large a.ajority. Mr. 
Pitkin opposed the bill as repealin + all the laws 
after pocketing for themselves the $000 doilars. Mr. 
Grosvenor defended it as properly belonging to the 
next congress—though he would vote against the 
bill in any shape. 

Mr. Randolph, in reply to the idea that the next 

















congress would be driven to fix on an unworthy 
compensation, said he relied on the senate for a! 
corrective of such a grovelling disposition, though | 
considering the senate always as the oligarchical 
branch of the government; reviewing it constantly 
with dread, and always therefore supporting the 
authority of this house in opposition thereto, still 
he looked to it, in this affair, as a corrective for 
any low and grovelling attempt which might be 
made to reduce the compensation; that he thought 
it better for the house to serve fora bare sufficiency | 
to support the expences of life, indeed for nothing, 
than to adopt such a course as would bring into 
the house «a certain description of persons, &c.— 
Mr. R. spoke some time in illustration of the opi- 
nions already submitted by him in the course of the 
debate —deprecating the spirit which viewed with | 
unes.icera the waste which, he said, had so long 
taken place in the treasury, and yet begrudged the 
watch-dogs of the republic enough to buy bread. 
He xlso went into a pretty general review of pub- 
lic affuirs, the concerns of the treasury, bank, mi- 
litary establishment, the war, taxes, &c. to ex- 
press his surprise that the people should be such 
guils as suffer without resistance, abuse in all 
these concerns, and yet set up the act of last ses- 
siou as a goblin, to be alarmed at; but he was sa- 
tished, if they could pack upon this act all their 
ills, make it the scape-goat, and send it off into 
the wilderness ef the west. He noticed minutely 
certain periods of English and Irish history, und 
some of the eminent men of those countries; com- 
menting on and explaining their public conduct; in| 


5 
the course of which, Mr. R took occasion to say,! 


| 
\ 


that he looked across the Atlantic, to England, to| 








—— 


eee 





the country he meant, as an Ionian Greek looked to | 
Attica; he viewed it as his country and he would | 
never give up his claim to be the compatriot of| 


Shakespear, and Milton and Locke, &c. He oceu- | 


pied more than an hour ina very discursive, and | 
somewhat desuitory speech; to which 

Mr. Pitkin replied at some length; when 

The question whether the bill should pass was 
decided by the following vote: 

YiAS.— Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Archer, Atherton, Avery, ! 
Baer, Baker, Barbour, Bassett, Bateman, Bewnett, Birdsall, Birds-| 
eye, Blount, Boss, Breckenridge, Brooks, Bryan, Burwell, Cady, 
Caldwell, Cannon, Carr, Ms. Champion, Cilley, Clark, N. Y. 
Clark, N. C. Clendennin, Comstock, Conner, Cook, Crawford, | 
Creighton, Crocheron, Culpepper, Darlington, Desha, Dickens. | 
Edwards, Findley, Fletcher, .Forney, Forsyth, Gaston, Gold, | 
Goldsborough, Goodwyn, Griffin, Hain, Hale, Hammoad, Hav- 
din, Harrison, Heister, Henderson, Hendricks, Herbert, Hovks, 
Huper, Hungerford, Ingkam, Irving, N. ¥. Irwin, Penn. Jack- 
son, Jewett, Julinson, Va. Johnson, Ky. Kent, King, Langdon, 
Law, Lewis, Little, Love, Lovett, Lowndes, Lumpkia, Lyie, Ly- 
on, Wm. Maclay, Win. P. Maclay, Marsh, Mason, M'Coy, M'Kee, 
MeLean, Miller, Milnor, Mofiit, Mvuore, Mosely, Jer. Nelson, | 
Hugh Nelson, Thos. M. Nelson, Noyes, Parris, Peter, Piciseving, | 
Piper, Pleawats, Powell, Handolph, Reed, Rernelds, Roane. 


' 
' 
' 


| Root, Ross, Ruggles, Schenck, Sharp, Sheff-y, Smith, Md. Smith,’ 


Va. Southard, Strong, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, Tallmadge, Tate, 
Taul, ‘Taylor, N..Y. Taylor, S C. Thomas, Tyler, Vose, Ward, 
Ms. Ward, N. J. Wheaton, Whiteside. Wilcox, Wilde, Wilkin, 
Williams, Willoughby, Thos. Wilsun, Wm. Wilson, Yancey,—138. 

NAYS— Messrs. Baylies, Betts, Bradbury, Calhoun, Chappell, 
Clayton, Condiet, Cooper, Davenport, Grosvenor, Hall, Hopkin 
son, Hulbert, Kerr, Va. Mills, Newton, Pitkin, Rice, Robertson, 
Savage, Smith, Penn. Stearns, Wallace, Ward, N. Y. Wendover, 
Woodward, Yates—27. 

So the bill passed, and after considerable discus” 
sion on the title proper to be given thereto, whe, 
ther it should express fully all the provisions o 
the bill, &c. it was decided at length to be entitled 
“An act to repeal, after the close of the present 
session of congress, the act entitled an act to 
change the mode of compensation to the members 
of the senate and house of representatives and de- 
legates from territories,” and sent to the senate for 
concurrence. 


The house, on motion of Mr. Forsyth, took up 


ithe jomt resolution respecting the arrangement 


lately made by the directors of the United States’ 
bank, and the said resolution was twice read and 
committed to a committee of the whole house. 

The house then on motion of Mr. Forsyth, went 
into a committee of the whole, Mr. Jackson in the 
chair, on the bill to prevent the citizens of the 
United States from selling vessels of war to the 
citizens or stibjects of any foreign power, and more 
effectually to prevent the arming and equipping 
vessels of war in the ports of the United States; 
intended to be used against nations.in amity with 
the United States. 

Mr. Forsyth referred the attention of the house 
to documents before it, to shew that acts violating 
the neutral character of the United States were often 
committed in the manner proposed to be prohibited 
by this bill, and remarked briefly on the necessity 
which existed of enabling the government effectually 
to repress such acts of hostility, &c. 

After considerabte discussion, the committee 
rose before it had got through the bill and the house 
adjourned. 

Friday, Tanuary 24.—Mr. M' Kee, of Kentucky, 
moved the following resolutions of enquiry: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to en- 
quire whether any, and if any, what offices created 
during the war, have become useless by the return 
of peace. 

fesolved, That the said committee be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of abolishing all use- 
less and unnecessary offices. 

Resolved, That the said committee be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of disqualifying 


‘any person from holding two offices at the same 


time 

Resolved, That the said committee be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of equalizing the pay 
and emoluments of the oficers and persons employ- 
ed in the civil, military and naval departments of the 
frovernment, 

The resolutions was agreed to without a division, 
and a committee of five ordered io be appointed ac. 
cordingly. 

On motion of Mr. Langdon, 

/eesolved, Vhat the secretary of war be required 
to lay before this house a statement of the annual 
expenditures at the military academy at West Point, 
from its commencement to this time: also, the num- 


ber of students who have annually entered, or com- 
ofeted their education in said academy: and also 


what number of persons therein educated, are now 
retained in the army of the United States, and the 
offices in which they severally serve. 

‘The house then proceeded to the order of the day 
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on the bill further to prevent the fitting out, in the 
ports of the United States, of expeditions against 


nations in amity with the United States. In comit- 
tee of the whole, Mr. Jackson in the chair. 





There arose on this question a debate of more 
real importance, certainly, than any that has taken 
place at the present session; the result of which 
was the reporting of the bill to the house, without 
essential amendment. 

The house adjcurned, without acting further on 








the bill, a little before sundown. 

[We must contrive, somehow to preserve the! 
sketch of this debate in the Reeister. The sub-, 
ject is of much interest. The following letters are | 
necessary to give a full view of it— 

Department of State, January 6, 1817. 

Srim—Having communicated to you verbally the 
information asked for by your letter of the Ist inst. | 
except so far as relates to the last enquiry it con- 
tains, Ihavenow the honor to state, that the pro-| 
visions necessary to make the laws effectual against: 
fitting out armed vessels in our ports, for the pur- 
pose of hostile cruising, seem to be, | 

Ist. That they should be laid under bond, not) 
to violate the treaties of the United States under, 
the law of nations, in all cases where there is. 
reason to suspect such a purpose on foot; including 





houses, as merchant vessels; and after touching at 
other ports, have hoisted the flag of some of the 
belligerents, and cruised under it against the com- 
merce of nations in amity with the United States. 

2ndly. That in other instances other vessels, ar- 
med and equiped in our ports, have hoisted such 
flags after clearing out and getting to sea, and 
have, in like manner, cruised against the commerce 
of nations in amity with the United States, extend - 
ing their depredations, in a few cases, to the pro- 
perty of citizens of the United States. 

Sdly. That in other instances, foreign vessels 
have entered the ports of the United S.ates, and 
availing themselves of the privileges allowed by 
our laws, have in various modes, augmented their 
armaments, with pretended commercial views— 
have taken on board citizens of the United States, 
as passengers, who, on their arrival at neutral 
ports, have assumed the character of officers and 
soldiers in the service of some of the parties in the 
contest now prevailing in our southern hemisphere. 

Information, founded upon these representations, 
has, from time to time, been given to the attorneys 
and collectors of the respective districts in which 
the armaments are stated to have been made; but 
from the difficulty of obtaining the necessary evi- 


dence to establish facts on which the law would 


the cases of vessels taking on board arms and mu-/operate, few prosecutions have been instituted. 


nitions of war, applicable to the equipment and ar- 
mament of such vessels, subsequent to their depar- 
ture. 
2nd. 
officers, where there are no collector, with power to 
seize and detain vessels under circumstances indi- 
cating strong presumption of an intended breach of 
the law; the detention to take place until the or- 
der of the cxecutive, on a full representation of 
the facts had thereupon, can be obtained. ‘The 
statute book contains analagous powers to this 
above suggested. See particularly the 11th section 


To invest the collectors, or other revenue; 


' 





of the act of congress of April 25, 1808. 

The existing laws do not go to this extent.— 
They co not authorise the demand of security in 
any shape, or any interposition, on the part of the 
magistracy, as a preventive, where there 1s reason 
to suspect an intention to commit the offence. They 
rest upon the general footing of punishing the of- 





fence merely where, if there be full evidence of the 


In reply to your second inquiry, I beg leave to 
refer to the communication from the secretary of 
the treasury to the committee of ways and means, 
during the last session of congress, in the case of 
the “American Eagle,” and to the papers enclosed 
herewith. JAMES MONROE. 

Hon. Joun Fonsyta, 

Chairman of the committee of foreign affairs. 

Saturday, Jan. 25.—The committee of ways and 
means reported several bills—which, with ether pro- 
ceedings, at present unimportant, shall be noticed in 
their progress. 

Mr. Forsyth, from the committee on foreign affairs, 
reported a bill to amend the acts for the govern. 


‘ment and regulations for seamen in the merchant 


service, and for the relief of distressed American 
seamen in foreign ports. 

The committee of foreign affairs, were, on motion 
of Mr. Forsyth, discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the petitions from Norfolk, Newbury- 


actual perpetration of the crime, the party is handed ;port and Alexandria, from sundry merchants for 


your most obedient servant, 
JAMES MONROB. 

Hon. Joun FonsyTn, 
Chairman of the committee of foreign affairs. 

Depurtment of state, Jun. 10, 1817. 

Srr—In addition to the letter which I wrote to you 
en the 6th, in reply to the one which yau wrote to 
me on the Ist. inst. I have the henor to state, that 
information has been received at the department, 
from various sources, that vessels have been armed 
and equipped in our ports for the purpose of cruizing 
against the commerce of nations in amity with the U- 
nited States, and no doubt is entertained that this in- 
formation was in some iustances correct. The own- 
ers of these vessels have, however, generally taken 
care so to conceal these armaments and equipments, 
and the object of them, as to render it extremely dif- 
ficult, under existing circumstances, to prevent or 
punish this infraction of tle law. It has been repre- 
sented, 

1st. That vessels belonging to citizens of the U. 
States, or foreigners, have been armed and equipped 


in our ports, and Have cleared out from our eastem ; 


over, after trial, to the penalty denounced. jremuneration of French spoliations prior to the year 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, me 


1800. 

Mr. Calhoun, from a select committee reported, 
without amendment, the resolution from the senate, 
to employ colonel Trumbull to execute certain 
paintings, and the same was committed to a commit- 
tee of the whole house. 

Mr. Wright offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to en. 
quire into the expediency ofrelieving such citizens 
as have had their property destroyed or so occupied 
by the enemy, as to render the same unprofitable— 
so far at least as relates to their taxes, or such other 
relief as they may think proper; and to devise such 
means of obtaining correct information, as the pub- 
lic may be secured from impositions and the reak 
sufferers relieved. 

And on the question being put to adopt the same, 
it was rejected. 

The house then proceeded to the consideration of 
the amendment reported by the committee of the 
whole house, to the bill to restrain the equipment 
and fitting out of vessels in our ports to be used 
against nations in amity with the United States. 





Mondey, Jan. 27.—Mr. Telfair, froma seleet com? 
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mittee ow the subject, made a detailed report, ac-, 
companied by a bill to authorize the payment of cer- 
tain claims of the state of Georgia; which was twice 
read and committed. 

A message was received from the president of the 
U. States, transmitting copies of ratified treaties 
between the United States and certain indian tribes, 
(see page 378,) recommending it to congress to 
take into consideration how far legislative provi- 
sions may be necessary for carrying into effect sti- 
pulations contained in the said treaties. 

The message was rcferred to fhe committee of 
ways and means. 

Mr Comstock rose and after a very feeling speech 
yn which he depicted the horrors of the massacre, 
&c. at the river Raisin, in 1813, by the allied forces 
under the infamous Proctor, and the subsequent 
yansom of those that savage barbarity spared, by cer- 
tain persons at Detroit, &c. they having been given 
up to the tender mercies of the Indians, as slaves, 
offered the following resolution— 

Resolved, That the military committee be instruc. 
ted to enquire into the expediency of making pros 
vision, by Jaw, to remunerate those who in the late 
war redeemed (by purchase) our captive officers and 
soldiers from the Indians, and of making such pro- 
vision as.may be deemed expedient, to redeem those 
now in Captivity. 

Gen. Harrison seconded the motion, and stated 
that he had heard from a respectable source, that 
aman of name the Fant or Fants, a drummer of the 
of the lamented eapt. Hart’s company, was yet hired 
out at Quebec by an Indian, who pocketed the amount 
of his earnings. 

The resolution was adopted without debate or 
opposition. 

The resolution from the senate respecting e€er- 
tain paintings to be executed by col. Trumbull and 
_to be placed in the capitol, next occupied the house 
and gave rise toa considerable debate—being oppos- 
ed by Messrs. Forsyth, Ross, Robertson, Taylor of 
N.Y. and Hardin, and advocated by Messrs. Calhoun, 
Wright, Hopkinson, H. Nelsonand Grosvenor. But 
the resolution finally passed, yeas 114, nays 50.* | 

The house resumed the consideration of the bill} 
more effectually to restrain our citizens from en- 
terprizes against nations in amity with the worsen 
States: the question stiil being on striking out the 
third section of the bill, 

Mr. Jéoot delivered aspeech of considerable length | 
in favor of the motion, and expressed his views of | 
the question very much at large. ~Not only this bill | 
proposed to go too far, but the acts already exist- 
ing, he contended, went too far. He avowed, in the 
strongest terms, his disposition to recognize the 
independence of the Spanish provinces, and hoped 
the government would acknowledge their minister, 
Mr. Thompson, &c. He denounced the provisions} 
of the third section, as not only tyrannical but un- 
necessary, in the strongest terms, If our citizens 
did commit acts of hostility against Spain, our go- 
vernment had only to disavow any agency in the! 
acts, and there would be a fair off-set to the affair 
of the Firebrand: for, in such matters, in diploma- 
tic etiquette, it seemed, the word of one nation 


—<cetee 


*The subject spoken of for these national paint- 








must be taken for the fact by anothe?. He was not 

only opposed to this bill entirely, but he wished to 

God he could rend from the statute book the act of 

1797, which he considered as inffinging the spirit 

of the constitution, &c. | : 

The question on striking out the 3d section was 
lost—yeas 37, nays 98. The house adjourned with- 
out getting through the bill. 

Tuesday, January 28.—Mr. Lowndes, from the 
committee of ways and means, made an unfavorable 
report on the petition of Jesse Hunt, who prays for 
the remission of certain duties payable to the United 
States, by reason of the destruction by fire of the 
said goods, on their voyage in the steam boat. This 
report was earnestly opposed by Mr. Harrison, on 
the principle that the government ought not to de- 
mand a tax or duty from any man, who, without his 
own agency, had become unable to pay it—and it 
was supported by Mr. Lowndes, Mr. Randolph and 
Mr. Smith, of Md. on the ground of the established 
practice of the government to insist on the payment 
of duties in all cases whatsoever. The report was 
concurred in. 

Mr. T. Wilson reported, from a select committee, 
a bill, authorising the opening and working copper 
mines on lake Superior, and for other purposes— 
which, by a small majority, was permitted to re- 
ceive a second reading, and was committed. 

Mr. Moseley, from a select committee reported a 
bill to exteud the patent of Andrew Law for his 
improvement in the art of printing Music; which, 
by a vote of 58 to 45, was permitted to have to se- 
cond reading, and was committed. 

Mr. Gaston, from the select committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of the legislature of 
North Carolina, respecting unsettled claims to 
lands on North Carolina grants, &c. delivered in a 
detailed report on the subject, introductory to a 
bill supplementary to the act entitled “An act to 
authorize the state of ‘tennessee to issue grants 
and perfect titles to certain lands therein described, 
&c.”—which was twice read and committed. 

ENFORCEMKNT OF NEUTRALITY. 

The house then prooeeded to the order of the 
day on the bill, which has been under censideration 
for three days past, to repress private expeditions 
for warlike purpeses, against powers in amity with 
the United States. 

Many amendments were offered to the bill, some 
of which were agreed to and others negatived, until 
the bill assumed the following shape : 

A bill to prevent citizens of the United States from 
selling vessels of war to the citizens or subjects 
of any foreign power, and more effectually to 
prevent the arming and equipping vessels of war 
in the ports of the United States, intended to be 
used ayainst nations in amity with the United 
States 
Be it enacted, €c. That if any person shall, with- 

in limits of the United States, fit out and arm, or 

attempt to fit out and arm, to procure to be fitted 
out and armed, or shall knowingly aid or be con- 
cerned in the furnishing, fitting out, or arming any 
private ship or vessel of war, or sell the said vessel, 
or contract for the sale of the said vessel, to be 
delivered in the United States, or elsewhere, to the 
purchaser, with intent or previqus knowledge that 





ings, are, the declaration of independence by the 
congress; the surrender of Burgoyne at Saratoga; the 
surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown; and the re- 
signation of his sword to eongress by gen eral Wash- 
ington, at Annapolis. The size of the pictures is 
proposed to be 12 feet by 18; the figures te be as 


the said vessel shall or will be employed to cruise 
or commit hostilities upon the subjects, citizens, 
or properiy of any prince or state, or of any colony, 
district or people with whom the United States are 
at peace, such person so offending shall, on conyic- 
tion thereof, be adjudged guilty of a high mis- 





large as life. Wat. Intelligencer. 


demeanor, and shall be punished by a fine not 
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exceeding ten thousand dollars, and imprison- 
ment not exceecling ten years; and the trial of such 


. offence shall either be in the district of the United 


States wherein the vessel was fitted out and armed, 
or in that wherein the contract of sale was made. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the owners 
of all armed ships, sailing out of the ports of the 
United States, and owned wholly or in part by citi- 
zens thereof, shall enter into bond to the collector, 
with sufficient security, prior to clearing out the 
same, in double the amount of the value of the 
vessel and cargo on board, including her armament, 
that the said ship or vessel shall not be employed 
by the owners, iy cruising or committing hosulities 
upon the subjects, citizens, or property of any prince 
or state or of any colony, district or people, with 
whom the United States are at peace. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the col-| 
lectors of the customs be, and they are hereby re- 
spectively anthorized and required to detain any ves- 
sel bound from the United States, of which the car- 
go shall principally consist of arms and munitions 
of war, when the number of men shipped on board. 
or other circumstances, shall render it probable 
there is an intention to violate the neutral obliga- 
tions of the United States, to foreign governments, 
until the decision of the president he had there-| 
upon, or until the owner enters into bond and) 
security, to the collector, prior to the ciearing out| 
the same, in doubie the amount of the value of, 
the vessel and cargo on board, including her arma.| 
ment, that the said ship or vessel Shall not be em- 
ployed by the owner or owners in cruizing or com.| 
mitting hostilities upon the subjects, citizens or) 


{ 
} 
' 








property of any prince or state, colony, district or 
people with whom the United States are at peace. | 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That no foreign | 


‘ ; anv foreiw . ship or vessel! . Saas : 
shall the force of any foreign armed ship SSC" regulations of foreign countries. 
be increased or augmented in the ports of the) 
} 
| proviso stated above. 


| This motion produced an interesting debate on 


, : ‘ft eB ope gate © mike 
Mr. Wright, moved that the bill be laid on the | te principles of the bill, in which the commercial 


ship or vessel shall be armed and equipped, nor 


United States, under any pretext whatsoever. 
The question was then stated on ordering the 
biit to be engrossed for a third reading, as amended. 


table, in order to print it with the amendments, for} 
Negatived, | 
Other amendments were proposed, among which! 
was one by Mr. Wright, to add the following as a! 
yew section to the bill. Md. Calhoun. Cla ir “ay 
i. . Md. © y, Hopkinson, and Pitkin. 

“Be it further enacied, That any ship or vessel | ikaps Ae . 


sailing out of the United States under license (rom) it was decided in the negative—ayes 36. 


fhe better information of the house. 


any foreign minister shall be liable to capture and 
eondemnation.” 


This motion was negatived. On these several! 


propositions for amendment, much debate took| 


place. 


Mr. Wright, and Mr. #oss, both spoke at some 


Son, Henderson, Ingham, Johnson, Va. Johnson, Ky. Kerr, V4? 

Little, Love, Lumpkin, Lyle, W. Maclay, Wm. P. Maclay, M’Cof, 

M’Lean, Moore, Nelson, Va. Parris, Piper, Powell, Reynolds, Ro- 

bertson, Root, Ross, Savage, Sharp, Vaul, Thomas, Tyler, Wallace, 

a N.Y. Wendover, Whiteside, Wilkin, Wm. Wilsou, Wright, 
ates—60, 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; and 

The house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Jan 29.—Mr. Lowndes, from the com- 
mittee of ways and means, reported a bill for the 
relief of Robert Burnside, and a bill for the relief 
of certain friendly Creek indians, whose property 
had been plundered by the hostile Creeks in the 
late war in consequence of their attachment to the 
United States. 

The engrossed bill to prohibit the sale of armed 
vessels, to be used against friendly powers, &c. was 
vead the third time and passed—ayes 83, woes G2. 

The title was amended, so as to entitle it ‘an act 
more effectually to preserve the neutral relations of 
the United States;’? and the bill sent to the senate 
for concurrence. 

The house then resoived itself into a committee 
ofthe whole, Mr. Breckenridge in the chair, on the 
bill to regulate the navigation ofthe United States. 
[Vo prohibit, after a certain day, the importation of 
any merchandize from any foreign port, except in 
vessels ofthe United States, or in foreign vessels 
owned wholly by the citizens or subjects of the coun- 
try of which such goods are the growth, or pro- 
duce, or from which such goods, &e, are usually 


shipped for transportation: provided, that the prohi- 


bition shall not extend to the vessels of any foreign 
nation which has not adopted or shall not adopt a 
sirnilar regulation. ] 

Mr. Forsyth, explained the views of the com- 
mittee in reporting the bill; its effects, and the 
necessity of such a regulation, to place our naviga- 
tion on a footing with, and countervail the partial 


Mr. Lowndes, moved to strike out of the bill the 


intercourse of this country with foreign nations, the 
relations of trade generally, and the effect of our 
commercial conventions, &c. were widely discussed. 
The gentlemen who took a leading part in the dis- 
cussion were, Messrs. Lowndes, Forsyth, Smith, of 


On taking the question on striking out the proviso, 


No other amendment being offered the committee 
proceeded to take up the next bill referred to it— 
being the bill to prohibit all 

COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE 
with those ports into which the vessels of the United 


Iength against the principles and pclicy of the bili;/ States are not permitted to enter and trade. 


When, the question was taken, “shail the bill bel 


engrossed aid read a third time, and decided as 


follows. | 


YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Adgate, Archer, Atherton, Baer, Baker, | 
Bassett, Bateman, Baylies, Birdseye, Buss, Bradbury, Breckenridge, | 


Brown, Burwell, Cady, Champion, Chappell, Cilley, Condiet, Cvo-| 
per, Culpepper, Darlington, Davenport, Dickens, E¢wards, Forsyth, | 


‘Gaston, Gold, Guldsborough, Goodwyn, Griffin, Hahn, Hale, Hall, | 


Hardin, Heister, Hendricks, Herbert, Hooks, Hopkinson, i ig 
Hulbert, Hungerford, Jackson, Jewett, Kent, King, Ms. Lau on, | 
Law, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, Lyon, Marsh, Middicton, Miller, | 
Millis, Milnor, Moseley, Murfree, Nelsen, Ms. Newton, Noyes Pe. | 
ter, Pickens, Pickering, 2itkin, Pleasants, Reed, Rie:, Roane, Rug- | 
gdes, Sheifey, Smith, Penn. Santh, sid. Saath, Va. Strong, Stuart, | 
Sturges, Vaggart, Tailwadgr, Taylor, N. Y. Telfair, Townsend, | 
Vose, Ward, Ms. Ward, N. J. Wheaton, Wilcox, Wilde, Williams, | 
Woodward, Yancey—94. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Barbour, Bennett, Betts, Birdsall, | 
Blount, Brooks, Bryan. Caidweil, Calhoun, Cannon, Carr, Ms.’ 
Clavi:, N. C. Clark, N. Y. Clendennin, Coauner, Cook, Crawford, 
Creighton, Crocheron, Desha, Fietcher, Foraey, Hammond, Harri-; 





After spending some time in assiduously discuss- 
ing the provisions of this bill, and various proposi- 
tions to amend them— 

The committee rose and reported the first bill te 
the house, obtained leave to sit again on the latter 
one; and 

The house adjourned. 


(cpif we had had 32, instead of 16 pages, we should 
have filled them this week. The difficulty was to 
know what to leave out. We must be brief—The 
senate have ordered the compensation bill, as it pas- 
sed the house, 10 a third reading. The house of re- 
presentatives were chiefly engaged on Thursday on 
the “navigation bill,’—an amendment to strike out 
the whole bill, and impose discriminaung duties, 
was before the committee when it roses 





